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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Enrique Pumar  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all our members 
for supporting our section and, particularly, to the many volunteers who 
contribute tirelessly to make sure our community continues to prosper.  From 
my part, I have tried to support our purpose through fostering an environment 
of collaboration, consultation, and decentralization. These opportunities have 
already yielded meaningful efforts. In the coming weeks, we will solicit your 
input to update the resources reading lists on our section website. We also plan 
to update our Section’s webpage. Our Nomination Committee already gathered 
a very distinguished slate of candidates for our upcoming elections next year 
and the Program Committee organized a formidable program for the upcoming 
ASA annual meeting.   
 
We also plan to submit a proposal to participate in the pre-conference which 
would take place on Friday, August 5 before the 2022 ASA annual meeting 
next summer. The proposed theme of the conference will be Why do development 
projects fail? We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible and 
certainly no later than January 10. We hope the gathering will serve as an 
opportunity to reflect on our work and perspectives. Finally, we are actively 
soliciting ideas and prospectus from universities to co-sponsor our 
Development Conference in 2023. 
 
In short, lots of projects, outbursts of voluntarism, and an infinite amount of 
gratitude to those who make all our accomplishments possible. I sincerely wish 
you a peaceful Winter break and Holiday Season. 
 
Enrique 

Section Officers, 2020-2021 
 
Chair  
Enrique Pumar 
Santa Clara University 
 
Past Chair  
Matt Sanderson 
Kansas State University  
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Matthias vom Hau 
Institut Barcelona d'Estudis 
Internacionals 
 
Section Council 
Jordanna Matlon (2022) 
American University 
Victoria Reyes (2022) 
U. of California, Riverside 
Shiri Noy (2023) 
Denison University 
Firuzeh Shokooh Valle (2023) 
Franklin & Marshall College 
Devparna Roy (2024) 
Nazareth College 
Marco Garrido (2024) 
University of Chicago  
 
Student Representative  
Rahardhika Utama (2023) 
Northwestern University 
 
Webmaster 
Michaela Curran (2021),  
U. of California, Riverside 
 
Mentorship Program 
Coordinator 
Karin Johnson 
Texas A&M University 
 
Newsletter Editors 
Preethi Krishnan (2022) 
Western Carolina University 
Leslie MacColman (2022) 
The Ohio State University 
Mushahid Hussain (2023) 
Cornell University  
 

 
SECTORS 

Newsletter of the American Sociological Association’s  
Sociology of Development Section 



Fall/Winter 2021 SECTORS Volume 8(2) 

ASA Sociology of Development Section Newsletter Page 2 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY- TREASURER 
 
Matthias vom Hau  
 
The Sociology of Development section is in good financial health, largely because of a rather prudent 
approach to spending throughout its ten years of existence. In 2021 we received $2,995 and spent $1790, 
leading to an increase of $$1,205 in our net assets. This means that we will close the year with $3,869 in net 
assets at the section’s disposal. The anticipated minimum income for 2022 is $1,872, which comes from the 
ASA’s annual section budget allocation and is calculated as follows: $1,000 as a base allocation, and then $2 
for every section member (as of August 31, 2021—the date ASA uses for annual section roster counts). 
  
The last couple of months saw a slight improvement in membership numbers. While the section had 436 
members back in August 2021, we currently have 450 members. This upward trend is also very encouraging 
in light of the fact that it breaks with the overall decline in section membership during the pandemic. 
Moreover, many of you tend to renew your membership during the last weeks of the year. I therefore 
anticipate that our numbers will even improve a bit more by the end of the calendar year. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCING NEW SECTION COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

In August 2021, the Sociology of Development section welcomed five new council members – Enrique 
Pumar (Chair), Matthias vom Hau (Secretary Treasurer), Devparna Roy and Marco Garrido (Council 
Members), and Rahardhika Utama (Student Council Member). In order learn more about our new council 
members, we posed them the following questions: As a Development Sociologist what are the ‘big questions’ 
that animate your work? And, how does this work relate to multiple crises facing human society today? Read 
their fascinating responses below! 

Enrique Pumar (Chair)   

I first became interested in the field of sociology of 
development to discern my own personal experiences 
and interdisciplinary curiosities. I was born in the 
Caribbean, a region punctuated by a history of struggles 
for national development and self-determination. For a 
good part of my childhood, I witnessed how the Cuban 
revolution experimented with alternative development 
models, as well as the social costs of these efforts. After 
my own family migrated to Europe, before landing in 
the United States, I experienced the trepidations of 
incorporation. Considering my life experiences, it is only 
natural I study migration and the social relations that 

promote development ideas and strategies. Among the questions I still wrestle with are those that informed 
my doctoral dissertation: How do development ideas come about to begin with? How do we think about 
development? Why are some perspectives more established (or institutionalized) than others? And, more 
importantly, how does development impact us all? Lately when I think of development, I often find myself 
reflecting on the notion of the scholar denied syndrome so aptly described by Aldon Morris in his 
invigorating intellectual biography of Du Bios. 
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Matthias vom Hau (Secretary Treasurer)   
 
I am an associate professor in comparative politics at the Barcelona 
Institute of International Studies (IBEI). Before coming to Spain I 
completed a PhD in sociology at Brown University and held a 
postdoctoral fellowship in development studies at the University of 
Manchester. My interest in development was sparked by earlier 
collaborative research on variations of colonialism and their 
consequences for contemporary differences in wellbeing and 
collective identities. I currently work on whether the relationship 
between ethnic diversity and public goods provision is spurious, 
research for which I was awarded a European Research Council (ERC) 
Consolidator Grant. While the conventional view posits a negative 
association, my hypothesis is that historical patterns of nation-state 

formation shape present-day diversity and public service provision. I am also interested in transformations of 
nationalism—or how and why official understandings of nationhood change, and in the consequences of 
indigenous politics—or how states implement indigenous rights. My main regional focus has been Latin 
America and my methodological orientation qualitative, though recently I have moved towards cross-regional 
comparative work and a mixed-methods approach. 
 

Devparna Roy (Council)   
I am an Assistant Professor of Sociology teaching at Nazareth College 
in Rochester, NY, USA.  I was born in Kolkata (in the eastern state of 
West Bengal in India), but I grew up in Vadodara city of Gujarat, on 
the western coast of India. I worked as a journalist in India after 
earning degrees in chemistry (a bachelor’s degree) and biotechnology 
(a master’s degree).  I began to realize the full scope of challenges that 
development practitioners and scholars face while I was working as a 
journalist with the newspaper The Economic Times in Ahmedabad 
(Gujarat) and reporting on development-related issues such as the 
Narmada anti-dam movement and industrial pollution.  My varied life-
experiences inspired me to pursue higher studies in the United States 
to learn more about the scholarly work on international development.  
I chose to switch to development sociology while studying at the Utah 
State University and earned a second master’s degree there.  After that, 
I got the opportunity to study development sociology at Cornell 
University.  For my doctoral dissertation, I analyzed the experiences of 

Indian farmers with genetically engineered cotton. In this way, I was able to bring together my substantive 
knowledge of development sociology and biotechnology with my journalistic skills of interviewing and note-
taking. I work on a number of topics related to development sociology today, ranging from peasant politics to 
international migration, but some of the major questions that animate my work are as follows: 

Can agribusiness corporations coexist with a small farmer-based agri-food system? If yes, how? 
How can governments free themselves from agribusiness influence? How can civil society groups 
help in this process?  
How can governments listen more effectively to civil society voices (including those of organized 
small farmers and farmworkers) to develop more sustainable and just food and agriculture? 
How can public food and agricultural science and technology be revitalized, and can it be oriented to 
meet the real needs of the public? 
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 Marco Garrido (Council)   
I am an associate professor in sociology at the University of 
Chicago. I recently published The Patchwork City: Class, 
Space, and Politics in Metro Manila (University of Chicago 
2019). I am currently occupied by two projects. The first 
project is a study of democratic disenchantment primarily in 
the Philippines (but not exclusively). Here my focus is on 
Filipinos' changing experience of democracy and political 
institutions. The second project is an effort to demarcate a 
distinctly sociological approach to corruption. The focus of this 

study is on the emergence and institutionalization of "corruption" in the Cambodian land market. I am 
collaborating with Marina Zaloznaya and Nick Wilson to produce an edited volume, The Sociology of 
Corruption. Broadly, my work approaches off-center and relatively understudied places (the Philippines, 
Singapore, Cambodia) as sources of general theory. Taking their differences from paradigmatic places into 
account can be theoretically generative, enabling us to rethink, as I do in my work, segregation, inequality, 
democracy, and corruption. I have been with the Development section for some time now, having first 
gotten involved as a graduate student and remaining a member since. 

 
Rahardhika Utama (Student Representative)   

I am a PhD Candidate in Sociology and an Arryman Scholar at 
Northwestern. My interest in the Sociology of Development stems from 
my undergraduate honors thesis at the University of Indonesia on the 
reintroduction of putting-out system in the plywood manufacturing 
industry that transformed economic and social relationships in two 
agrarian communities East Java. I found Sociology of Development 
scholarships helpful in guiding me to disentangle the complexity of socio 
and economic changes in various contexts. Since then, I have been inspired 
to pursue research that centers on social and economic transformation. In 
my dissertation research on diverging development in the Asian rubber 
belt, the big question of “why do some agrarian countries have seen 
miraculous economic transformation while others have not?” inspired me 
to pursue comparative-historical research that includes 18 months of 

fieldwork across eight countries in Asia and beyond. I delved into politics of development, international 
political economy, memory and commemoration, politics of knowledge production, colonial legacies, and 
cultural changes to address such a question.  My research found that agrarian economies transformed 
differently due to variations in state-peasant relations. This variation is shaped by geopolitical forces, colonial 
institutions, and politics of state formation. In my other research, I am motivated by the question of “why are 
inequality and corruption exacerbated following the transition to democracy?” focusing on newly democracies 
in Southeast Asia.  In this research, I scrutinize informal institutions of electoral politics, politics of culture, 
resource distribution, politics of bureaucracy, and mechanisms of corruption. 

Acknowledging Outbound Council Members 
 
As we welcome the new council members, we also applaud the outgoing council members, whose work has 
helped this section thrive over the past several years. In particular, we would like to acknowledge: Matt 
Sanderson, Kansas State University (Outgoing Chair), Jennifer Keahey (Outgoing past-chair), Joseph Harris, 
Boston University (Outgoing council member), Margaret Frye, Princeton University (Outgoing council 
member), and Lantian Li, Northwestern University (Outgoing student representative). 
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MESSAGE FROM FEMINIST DEVELOPMENT SUB-SECTION  
 

Susan Hagood Lee  
Boston University (Retired) 

and  
Marcia Texler Segal 

Indiana University Southeast (Retired) 

      In a recent meeting, our section chair Enrique Pumar suggested that the Feminist Development 
subsection submit a Sectors article outlining feminist development principles as a way to stimulate intellectual 
discussion. Our subsection brings together a diverse consortium of scholars and professionals who articulate 
and affirm feminist approaches to development. The subsection provides a platform for exchanging 
information and resources on feminist development inquiry and praxis, and for communicating the values 
and methods of feminist development to others.  
 
       We view development as a process of social, economic, political, and cultural change stemming from 
increasingly mechanized and technological methods of production.  The sociology of development, in our 
view, studies the interaction of various dimensions of those changes such as the impact of economic change 
on social relationships, political forces, or cultural ideas.  The sociology of development acknowledges that 
changes in the past have deeply affected the present.  One must study the past, including the domination of 
the West over countries of the Global South, to fully understand today's social, economic, political, and 
cultural arrangements.  
 
       With these views as a foundation, feminist development focuses on the interaction of development with 
sex and gender categories, the persistence of gender expectations over time, and the pervasive presence of 
gender differentiation throughout the social structure.  It looks especially at the distribution of social, 
economic, political, and cultural benefits and costs by gender category that results in differences of wealth, 
power, and prestige.  Feminist development persists in asking two questions:  "What about the women?" and 
"Who benefits?"  
 
       While development is often seen as a social good and an upward path out of poverty, feminist 
development acknowledges, following the ground-breaking work of Ester Boserup, that development has had 
significant negative effects resulting in an increase in poverty for some at the same time as others gain wealth.  
The complexities of the relationship between development and gender can be seen, for example, in the work 
of Rae Lesser Blumberg who links the antecedents of women's relative economic power, the interrelationship 
between economic and other forms of power, and the forms of privilege and opportunity into which each 
gender can translate its relative power.  The mixed effect of development for women has led to an advocacy 
bent in feminist development sociology, as Valentine Moghadam has explicated, with interest not only in 
discerning "what is" but also in advocating for "what ought to be."   
       
       An important facet of feminist development is the acknowledgement that gender categories are not 
monolithic or immutable.  The membership of individuals in overlapping social groups affects their position 
in society as it changes.  Wealthy people in dominant groups, both male and female, experience development 
much differently than poor people in subordinate groups.  Feminist development raises up the importance of 
examining the intersections of social identities and group memberships with the broad social, economic, 
political, and cultural changes of development.  The effect of overlapping group memberships in the context 
of development assigns privilege to some while inflicting disadvantage on others.  In the process, the very 
categories themselves shift and bring new challenges to conventional social arrangements. 
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       In summary form, the feminist perspective on development emphasizes: 

• gendered power dynamics among and between social groups 
• disparate gendered distributions of social, economic, political, and cultural benefits and costs 
• unintended consequences of development for subordinate social groups 
• dynamic intersection of social categories such as sex, gender, class, race, ethnicity, and age 
• engaged, activist scholarship that questions social arrangements and values equity 
• preference for collaboration and mutual assistance rather than competition 
• desire to seek out and listen to voices on the margins of power 
• respect for the human agency and rights of those marginalized by social arrangements 
• realization of the constructed nature of sex and gender and their changing meanings over time 
• humility about the unearned social advantage of academics from the Global North 
• methodologies sensitive to power differentials between researchers and those studied 
• the value of both qualitative and quantitative sources of data 
• power differentials within academia, including our own sociological structures 

 
 

 
SYMPOSIUM: WAR, GLOBAL CAPITALISM, AND 
FEMINIST MOBILIZATIONS FOR LIBERATION 

 
 
In August 2021, the Biden administration withdrew US troops from Afghanistan after twenty years. 

With no opposition from the Afghan government, the Taliban took over Kabul and now controls much of 
the country. While some welcomed the Biden administration’s decision to withdraw, others have argued that 
women in Afghanistan will suffer under Taliban rule. Even President Biden referred to how the United States 
must “speak out for the basic rights of the Afghan people, especially women and girls, as we speak out for 
women and girls all around the globe.” However, many scholars have critiqued these narratives that say 
Muslim women need “saving,” often from their own men. Scholars such as Lila Abu Lughod criticize the 
tendency in the West to point fingers at the “Muslim world” (in spite of the variations among various Muslim 
majority countries) or “Islamic culture” without acknowledging how imperialist wars and global capitalism 
have contributed to poverty and lack of freedom in those countries. The conversation around “saving” erases 
feminist mobilizations in Muslim majority countries, especially when those mobilizations have been critical of 
imperial wars and capitalism.   

 
In this edition of Sectors, we present two essays from Dr. Catherine Sameh and Dr. Valentine 

Moghadam discussing how US imperial power often exacerbates women’s oppression while claiming to 
“save” them. In the essay “Standing with Afghan Women,” Sameh draws attention to how feminist 
mobilizations in Iran, often working within Islamic traditions, have made significant gains in education, civil 
rights, and reproductive rights after the 1979 revolution. The demonization of Iran and the sanctions 
imposed by both the Republican and Democratic administrations in the United States have only served to 
undermine women’s social and political power. Sameh’s argument is clear. It is not possible to stand up for 
women’s rights while supporting endless wars, occupations, and sanctions against countries like Iran and 
Afghanistan. In her essay “Afghanistan, Patriarchy, and the World-System,” Moghadam traces the 
complicated history of US involvement in Afghanistan that began long before the 2001 invasion. In the late 
1970s, for example, before the rise of the Taliban, the United States had supported the Mujahideen - a group 
that opposed girls’ education – in order to weaken the socialist government of the People’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan (PDPA). Afghanistan is one of the many examples of how core countries in the capitalist 
world-system destabilize countries in the Global South. While acknowledging that the Taliban is not a 
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progressive force, Moghadam argues that United States’ defeat in Afghanistan shows how “the contemporary 
capitalist world-system is in historic decline, as is its hegemon.”  
 
Sectors Co-Editors, 
Mushahid Hussain, Leslie MacColman, and Preethi Krishnan  

 
 

Standing with Afghan Women 
  

 Catherine Z. Sameh 
Associate Professor of Gender and Sexuality Studies  

University of California, Irvine. 
  
   

In August of 2021, twenty years after 9/11 and the launch of the Global War on Terror, the U.S. 
withdrew from Afghanistan. The Taliban quickly ascended to power and calls of concern for women’s rights 
and safety once again dominated the news. Unlike 20 years before, however, these calls did not simply and 
primarily reflect the softer side of US imperial power, that blunt yet bludgeoning set of neocolonial discourses 
that set Muslim women up to be saved from their enduringly irrational and patriarchal “cultures” by the 
perennially benevolent, “civilized,” and deeply armed West. 
  

This time around, the worry for women and girls was tempered with a critique of occupation and 
endless war. Biden argued that rights for women and girls was a priority of his administration, but that 
military force used to ensure such rights was “irrational” (Khaled 2021). In early November, all of the female 
US senators sent a bipartisan letter to Biden, urging him to develop an “interagency plan” to protect the 
rights of women and girls and work with international organizations to hold the Taliban accountable 
(Constantino 2021). 
  

The critical purchase of anti-colonial feminist scholarship remains clear. Interrogations of saving and 
rescue narratives (Abu-Lughod 2002) and critiques of the discursive colonization of Muslim (or Middle 
Eastern or Global South) women (Ahmed 1992; Mohanty 1991; Spivak 1988) have penetrated far beyond 
academic walls and into the analyses and understandings of mainstream and liberal pundits, politicians, and 
citizens. This is a very good thing. And yet, twenty years later, so much remains the same. Muslim women’s 
everyday lives—their struggles, acts of agency and resistance, their small and large victories, their complex 
personhood—continue to be obscured by a normative politics made in their name. 
  

Women’s rights in the MENA and Muslim world cannot be disaggregated from the larger economic 
and political structures and ideologies that propel US foreign policy. In Iran, for instance, the gains that 
women made in the decades following the 1979 revolution are now being undermined by the devastating 
sanctions regimes that have been imposed by Republican and Democratic administrations alike. Under the 
Islamic Republic, women’s life chances improved greatly (Halper 2010). Their rates of education and literacy 
increased dramatically, and their fertility rates dropped from over 7 before the revolution to 2 in the decades 
following. Over half of university students are women. These facts run counter to the notion that Iranian 
women lost all of their rights after the revolution. 
  

Indeed, Iranian women have faced a discriminatory legal structure for many decades, but they have 
long struggled, often working within the discursive tradition of Islam, to align their legal rights with the 
overall presence and influence they have enjoyed since the revolution (Sameh 2019). They have made inroads 
into Parliament, overturned or warded off new discriminatory laws, and won over many politicians and fellow 
citizens to the idea of women’s equality. Sanctions, and the general political isolation and demonization of 
Iran, have plunged the Iranian economy into recession and, in turn, undermined women’s social and political 
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power by making their lives more precarious and marginal (Moaveni and Tahmasebi 2021). Those who cry 
out for Iranian women’s rights, from neoconservatives to liberals to leftists, and support sanctions and 
political isolation are exacerbating the slow death of Iranian women while speaking on their behalf. 
  

The Taliban present a real threat to women. But so do endless wars, occupation, and human rights 
approaches that obscure or undermine the work of Afghan women on the ground. The Taliban promised to 
support women’s education and presence in society, although within the parameters of Islam. They promised 
this because they know women’s desires and expectations cannot be contained once and for all. Without a 
doubt, women in Afghanistan will continue to struggle with the Taliban over the precise meaning of women’s 
rights within Islam, pushing beyond the boundaries set by the Taliban. The US and the world must stand and 
act with Afghan women, not on their behalf or on terms not of their making. 
  
References: 
  
Abu-Lughod, Lila. 2002. “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological Re ections on Cultural 
Relativism and Its Others.” American Anthropologist 104, no. 3 (September): 783–90. 
  
Ahmed, Leila. 1992. Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of Modern Debate. New Haven: Yale University 
Press. 
  
Constantino, Annika Kim. 2021. “All female U.S. senators call on Biden to protect Afghan women and girls 
following U.S. military withdrawal.” CNBC. (November 4) 
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/04/female-senators-call-on-biden-to-protect-afghan-women-and-girls.html 
  
Halper, Louise. 2010. “Law and Iranian Women’s Activism.” In Women and Islam, ed. Zayn R. Kassam, 3–18. 
Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger Publishers. 
  
Khaled, Fatma. 2021. “Joe Biden: Using Military Force to Handle Women's Rights in Afghanistan is 'Not 
Rational'.” Newsweek. (August 19) 
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-using-military-force-handle-womens-rights-afghanistan-not-rational-
1621098 
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women.html?searchResultPosition=3 
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University of Illinois Press. 
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Afghanistan, Patriarchy and the World System 
Valentine M. Moghadam 

Professor of Sociology and International Affairs 
Northeastern University 

v.moghadam@northeastern.edu   

That war is gendered – imbued with norms and practices of femininity and masculinity, and with 
differential effects on women and men – is now commonly accepted (Goldstein 2001). Some studies posit a 
relationship between militarism and war, on the one hand, and patriarchal relations on the other (Cockburn 
2011; Enloe 1989). Others examine war, including civil conflict, as an opportunity for change, including 
increased women’s political representation (Hughes 2009; Hughes and Tripp 2015). Yet others present war 
and invasions perpetrated by Western powers against Muslim-majority countries as akin to a “moral crusade”, 
albeit a highly misguided one, to save oppressed Muslim women, with the 2001 US invasion of Afghanistan 
often cited as an example (Abu Lughod 2002). These arguments have merit, but the Afghanistan story is 
more complex and tragic. 
 

The American involvement in Afghanistan did not begin in 2001. Nor was it about “saving Muslim 
women”. The U.S. invasion in October 2001 – supported by NATO allies – was in retaliation for the 
Taliban’s refusal to hand over Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda fighters, who had been implicated in the 9/11 
attacks on the U.S.  “Saving Afghan women and girls” was used as a fig leaf to soften the image of the world-
system’s hegemon attacking and occupying an underdeveloped peripheral country. It is true that Afghan 
women who had received education and work experience in the 1970s and 1980s despised the Taliban, and 
many welcomed its political demise. After all, the Taliban had come rampaging into Afghanistan in 1994 from 
the refugee camps in Pakistan, initially to clean up the appalling conditions under the U.S.-supported tribal-
Islamist Mujahideen, only to institute a gendered reign of terror. Their record included the torture and 
execution of the former president, Dr. Najibullah, in 1996, and the denial of schooling, employment, and 
public space for women and girls (Moghadam 1993, 2003, ch. 7).    
 

In the past 20 years, some progress for women and girls was made in the large cities, but this was 
essentially a return to the trajectory that the modernizing, left-wing governments of the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan (DRA) under the ruling People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) had established in 
the late 1970s.  Indeed, what the PDPA tried to institute in the years after it came to power in April 1978 is 
worth recalling: land reform and redistribution, free and compulsory schooling, rights for women, and 
equality for all ethnic groups, including the oppressed Shia Hazara (Halliday 1978). The DRA’s program 
included elements that had already been achieved in neighboring Iran, and much earlier, albeit under a state 
system that had been strong and centralized (and richer) for much longer (Karshenas 1990).  The socialist 
experiment, however, was quickly opposed by the Carter administration, as later admitted in a French 
magazine interview by Carter’s national security advisor and ardent anti-communist Zbigniew Brzezinski. 
What began as covert action to lure the Soviets into a Vietnam-style quagmire escalated into overt military 
support for the Mujahideen – many of whose leaders and combatants opposed girls’ schooling. 
 

The abject manner in which the U.S. government abandoned Afghanistan in August 2021, leaving 
behind equipment (and rubbish) and rendering countless Afghans vulnerable to extremists, echoes the abrupt 
abandonment, in early 1992, after the collapse of the DRA. Note that the 1992 collapse occurred over three 
years after the departure of the last Soviet troops, whereas the U.S.-supported government collapsed in 
August 2021 even before the U.S. troops exited. One is reminded of Marx’s sardonic comment about the 
Eighteenth Brumaire: history repeats itself, first as tragedy, then as farce. 
 

Rhetoric about women’s rights, democracy, and human rights notwithstanding, it is raison d’état that 
generates wars, occupations, coups, and destabilization of states.  The 1953 and 1954 coups in Iran and 
Guatemala, the Bay of Pigs fiasco in Cuba, the American war in Vietnam, the contra war in Nicaragua, the 



Fall/Winter 2021 SECTORS Volume 8(2) 

ASA Sociology of Development Section Newsletter Page 10 
 

support of the tribal-Islamist Mujahideen in Afghanistan, the destabilization of the Libyan and Syrian states 
following the 2011 protests – all reflect the unfortunate realities of an unequal and hierarchical capitalist 
world-system. Rather than liberate women and girls, such forms of geopolitics exacerbate existing 
vulnerabilities or create new ones, generate cultural backlashes or fierce resistance movements, and set back 
economic, social, and political development. 
 

Despite their anti-Western stance, the Taliban, like many Islamist movements, should not be 
considered anti-systemic, as they are fundamentally different from progressive social movements (Moghadam 
2012).  Moreover, the conversion of the erstwhile Ministry of Women’s Affairs into the office for the 
“propagation of virtue and prohibition of vice” is clearly a patriarchal regression. As for the U.S., the “blood 
and treasure” dispensed over 20 years and four administrations,[1] along with the futile cooperation of NATO 
allies, confirms that the contemporary capitalist world-system is in historic decline, as is its hegemon (Chase-
Dunn and Roberts 2012; Friedman and Chase-Dunn 2005; Wallerstein 2003). 
----- 
[1] For a detailed analysis of spending, see Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (Jan. 30, 
2021), esp. pp. 26-40,  https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-01-30qr.pdf. A Feb. 2020 
Congressional hearing on the Afghanistan Papers, a Washington Post exposé of waste, lies, and ignorance, is 
available at https://fas.org/irp/congress/2020_hr/afghan-papers.pdf and includes a devastating testimony by 
the SIGAR’s John Sopko. See also Jeffrey Sachs, “Blood in the Sand” (Aug 17, 2021), https://www.project-
syndicate.org/commentary/afghanistan-latest-debacle-of-us-foreign-policy-by-jeffrey-d-sachs-2021-08.  
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SOCIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT AWARDS 

 

Our Awards committee put in an exceptional amount of work to compile, read, review, and evaluate many 
fine applications. We appreciate Joseph Harris, Firuzeh Shokooh Valle, Victoria Reyes, and Shiri Noy for 
their work.  

Book Awards 
 

2021: Lauren Duquette-Rury. 2020. Exit and Voice: The Paradox of Cross-Border Politics in Mexico. Oakland, CA: 
University of California Press.  
 
2021 Honorable Mention: Julia Chuang. Beneath the China Boom: Labor, Citizenship, and the Making of a 
Rural Land Market. University of California Press, 2020. 

Article Awards 
 

2021: Laura Doering and Kristen McNeill. “Elaborating on the Abstract: Group Meaning-Making in a 
Colombian Microsavings Program” American Sociological Review 85(3):417-450. 2020. 
 
2021: Marco Garrido. "Democracy as Disorder: Institutionalized Sources of Democratic Disenchantment 
among the Middle Class in Metro Manila." Social Forces 99 (3): 1036-59.  
 
2021 Honorable mention:  Levenson, Zachary. 2019. “‘Such elements do not belong in an ordered society’: 
Managing rural–urban resettlement in democratic South Africa.” Journal of Agrarian Change 19(3):427-446. 
 

Graduate Student Paper Awards 
 
2021: Daniela R. Urbina, “Mass Education and Women's Autonomy: Evidence from Latin America” 
 
2021 Honorable Mention: Danielle Falzon, "The Ideal Delegation: How Institutional Privilege Silences 
‘Developing’ Nations in the UN Climate Negotiations" 
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Interview with Award Winners 
 

Book Award:  
Lauren Duquette-Rury. Exit and Voice: The Paradox of Cross-Border Politics in 
Mexico. Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2020.  
 
How did you get started on this project? 
I grew up in Miami, Florida where there is a large immigrant population so I’ve been 
interested in understanding why people move for a long time. When I started thinking 
seriously about a dissertation project at the University of Chicago, I was reading a lot 
about remittances – the money that migrants send home to their households and 
communities – and I was really taken a back at the sheer volume of annual remittances 
moving around the globe. When I was working on my dissertation proposal, annual 

household remittances topped $400 million and the vast majority went to developing countries. Since my 
training to that point was mostly in the political economy of development, I wanted to understand more 
clearly what the political consequences of remittances were in origin countries. There was not a lot of 
research at that point about the political nature of remittances and I became fascinated by the ways that 
money moving across national borders change how we understand citizenship and political community in 
light of transnational migration. As the project took more shape and focus, I explored how remittances affect 
the quality of local democratic governance – how remittances, in part, help determine who has the ability and 
the authority to make decisions on behalf of a community in the provision of public goods. I’m still learning 
about this topic and my interest grows with every new related project – we have so much still to understand!  
 
What are the wider implications of your work for the sociology of development? 
When I was conducting my research in Mexico, I kept thinking about Peter Evans work in the triumphant 
Embedded Autonomy. He says so clearly, it’s not about how much but about what kind. Of course, he was 
focused on a different development question entirely in different parts of the world, but what kind not how 
much captured so much of what I was observing in my field work. Yes, it was and still is the case that 
migrants send home billions of dollars for all kinds of important ends. But if we focus squarely on how much 
they send, we miss how fungible resources are translated into new forms of political power that create new 
modes of participatory development. When migrants remain socially embedded in their hometowns or 
renegotiate their community membership, the way they use their remittances for public goods provision has 
different kinds of political consequences. In the most favorable outcome for democratic participation, 
remittance-funded projects opened new spaces for citizens remaining behind to develop routinized 
interactions and relationships with elected officials with whom they seldom came into contact before. In turn, 
in the process of selecting and implementing public works projects, locals learned to demand more tangible 
goods and services from their local government representatives and to use democratic means to solve local 
problems. In other cases, however, corrupt local officials allowed remittances, migrant, and locals to subsidize 
public works or even substitute for government action altogether. So much of what we know about political 
engagement is materially conditioned and remittances are no different because people, social actors, send 
them. And social actors are members of families, households and transnational communities that wield 
economic assets that are translated into political behaviors and outcomes. That’s a finding as relevant to 
remittances as most other kinds of resources. I thank Peter Evans for showing me how what kind matters.  
 
2021 Article Award:  
Laura Doering and Kristen McNeill. “Elaborating on the Abstract: Group Meaning-Making in a Colombian 
Microsavings Program” American Sociological Review 85(3):417-450. 2020. 
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How did you get started on this project? 
This project began somewhat serendipitously. Laura had been conducting interviews and field observations 
related to small-scale entrepreneurship in a Colombian housing project. One of her interviewees mentioned 
that she was about to begin participating in a new microsavings group. She didn’t know a lot about the group, 
but asked if Laura would be interested in sitting in on the first meeting. Laura found the groups fascinating 
and quickly began attending as many meetings as possible. At one meeting, she met the regional program 
coordinator, who happened to be visiting the housing complex. The coordinator was interested in partnering 
with a researcher to better understand the program’s effects and introduced Laura to the national director. 
Like many projects, being “on the ground” was key to learning about interesting opportunities and making 
the personal connections that make big research projects possible.  
 
What are the wider implications of your work for the sociology of development? 
While our empirical case was of financial preferences in Colombia, we believe the theoretical mechanism we 
outline in this paper can generalize to a variety of development settings. This mechanism, which we term 
‘elaborating on the abstract’, entails a process of information ‘compression’ as organizations simplify complex 
information into a more abstract form that is shareable across physical space and diverse audiences, followed 
by ‘expansion’ as small groups of people work together to re-contextualize and interpret this information in 
terms of their own lives. Through this process, groups can shift meanings and interpretations away from the 
intentions of the disseminating organization, leading to unexpected outcomes like the counterintuitive change 
in financial preferences that we observed.  
In the context of development programming, this process could help account for the paradoxical outcomes 
of a range of programs and policies, from financial inclusion programs to health interventions. For example, 
some maternal health programs have been shown to lead women to exit the formal health system, even when 
usage is incentivized by cash transfers (Smith-Oka 2009), and some community-based HIV interventions 
produce negative health outcomes (Salam et al. 2014). Given the extent to which contemporary development 
programming relies on group-based trainings and workshops (Swidler and Watkins 2017), we suspect that the 
mechanisms we outline may influence program outcomes. When faced with abstract information about 
health, education, or economic opportunities, group members may elaborate on the abstract in ways that 
conflict with messaging from development organizations, leading to unexpected results. By attending to the 
intersection of organizational practices and group-level knowledge production, development sociologists may 
better understand why such programs sometimes go awry. 
 
2021 Article Award:  
Marco Garrido. "Democracy as Disorder: Institutionalized Sources of Democratic Disenchantment among 
the Middle Class in Metro Manila." Social Forces 99 (3): 1036-59. 
 
How did you get started on this project? 
It grew out of my research on the middle class in Metro Manila. I was asking them about political events and 
their relations with the urban poor, and in the course of our conversations they would inevitably talk about 
how disorderly democracy had become. By “disorder” they didn’t just mean corruption—being shaken down 
by government officials for money and elites bending the rules—but also had in mind encroachments by 
informal settlers and the general populist or pro-poor orientation of local politicians. They wished that a 
“strong leader” would step in and impose “discipline” on the population. That was in 2010. When Rodrigo 
Duterte was elected president of the Philippines in 2016, essentially on the promise of disciplining democracy, 
I was struck by how the sentiments I heard expressed had been taken up as a political project. So, I unearthed 
these data (which I thought I could finally put away for good after finishing my book), gathered new data on 
Duterte, and set about elaborating the political subjectivity behind this new politics of discipline. This effort 
led to a series of articles and informed a new and ongoing research project on people’s experience of politics 
in the Philippines and how it has come to shape an illiberal vision of democracy. I should say that I don’t 
consider this paper finished. It has a sequel, called “Disciplining Democracy,” which is published in 
Qualitative Sociology.  
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What are the wider implications of your work for the sociology of development?  
The Social Forces paper is essentially an exploration of how weak institutions are felt on the ground. I argue 
that they’re experienced as “disorder,” and not because they’re weak per se but because “valued” institutions 
come into conflict with “disvalued” ones. People feel the contradiction between how things are supposed to 
work and how they actually work. Corruption flouts the rule of impersonal bureaucracy, elite power the rule 
that the rules be applied uniformly, clientelism undermines one’s status as a citizen, and informal settlement 
flouts the rule of private property. My middle-class informants felt this contradiction keenly. It was a source 
of moral agitation. They didn’t just blame state agents but also the poor and powerful others in the middle 
class (including themselves at certain moments), who they saw as morally deficient. This is what disorder felt 
like, and it inspired the desire to bring practices in line with valued institutions. Informants believed that this 
could only happen at the hands of a “strong leader” who stood above politics and took it upon himself to 
discipline the population. This is Duterte! My informants got their wish. So, this line of investigation connects 
to the current political moment of so-called democratic backsliding. More broadly, however, the paper 
represented a first attempt to think beyond the strong/weak institutions dichotomy so prevalent in the 
development literature. (The democracy literature too; democratic “consolidation” means making weak 
political institutions into strong ones.) The framework is basically Gospel at this point, and yet, despite 
decades spent trying to “strengthen” institutions, trying to consolidate democracy, here we are, with polities 
that don’t look like they’ve gotten any closer to the model they’re supposed to emulate (Denmark?). Inspired 
by the work of Guillermo O’Donnell, I began by questioning the model and then describing what political 
dynamics actually look like in “developing” countries. It quickly became evident that the issue wasn’t 
institutions versus disorder (when they’re at a stalemate institutions are “weak”), but valued institutions 
coming up against disvalued ones. Hence the experience of contradiction I describe in the paper. As I 
mentioned, however, the paper is just the beginning of an ongoing research project. So, there’s more to come! 
 
2021 Graduate Student Paper Award:  
Daniela R. Urbina, “Mass Education and Women's Autonomy: Evidence from Latin America” 
 
How did you get started on this project? 
Since the beginning of my Ph.D., I have been interested in the relationship between educational expansion 
processes and changes in gender dynamics within households. Part of this interest started during fieldwork 
trips I made to Brazil and the Dominican Republic (DR), in which the classrooms I visited, the outnumber of 
girls relative to boys caught my attention. Like many other Latin American countries, Brazil and the DR 
implemented educational expansion reforms associated with dramatic reductions of gender gaps in schooling. 
From then onwards, most of my work has focused on the implications of these educational shifts for 
women’s romantic and family lives in the Americas. One mechanism at the core of most hypothesized 
benefits of women’s schooling was the enhancement of their autonomy and decision-making power in the 
home. My prior knowledge of the Latin American context, and especially the dominance of patriarchal norms 
among some communities, made me wonder if this would be the case in these countries. Eventually, that 
doubt led me to investigate the effect of compulsory schooling for women’s autonomy in Bolivia, Colombia, 
and Peru, and the mechanisms underlying my findings. 
 
What are the wider implications of your work for the sociology of development? 
In a nutshell, this study shows that while education enhanced autonomy for most women, further schooling 
was an ineffective tool to empower women who increased their schooling because of compulsory education, 
mainly rural and indigenous students. I demonstrate that these results are partly explained by changes in 
student selectivity during school expansion processes and "compensatory" dynamics among couples where 
women had more education than their spouses.  
These results highlight the importance of assessing the scope conditions of sociological hypotheses that lead 
to policy prescriptions in low-and-middle income countries. The case of women’s autonomy reveals that not 
all students equally benefitted from further schooling, in fact, respondents from disadvantaged backgrounds 
experienced a decrease in their autonomy. Moreover, these findings contribute to a growing literature 
documenting the unexpected implications of rapid gains in women's status in contexts where traditional 
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gender norms are still ubiquitous. As women in the Global South increase their schooling, labor participation, 
and political representation, we must pay attention to the backlash effects that this progress may have for 
particular groups of women. 

 

JOB MARKET CANDIDATE SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
Rahardhika Utama  
PhD Candidate in Sociology & Arryman Scholar 
Northwestern University 
rahardhika.utama@northwestern.edu 
 www.rahardhika.com  
 
Specialization: Sociology of Development, Southeast Asia, Comparative-
Historical Methods, Ethnography 
 
Dissertation title: Embedded Peasantry and Economic Transformation in the 
Asian Rubber Belt 
 
Short dissertation abstract (150-200 words) 
Why have some countries seen miraculous economic growth while others 
have not? Sociologists of development who have examined this question 

largely focus on countries that do not have a large agrarian sector. However, most countries in the developing 
world are agrarian countries. Using a comparative historical analysis of Indonesia and Malaysia, two 
historically similar agrarian nations in Southeast Asia, I argue that the answer to diverging development lies in 
how the Cold War mobilized peasants differently, resulting in either peasant incorporation or suppression 
during industrialization. Over four empirical chapters, my analysis shows that harmonious relations between 
the state and peasant communities in Malaysia facilitated agricultural-based industrialization necessary for 
miraculous economic transformation for agrarian nations. In contrast, contentious agrarian relations in 
Indonesia inhibited the nation from investing in agricultural development projects, thus preserving the path 
to becoming an unequal, resource-dependent economy. For this research, I conducted 18 months of 
fieldwork between 2016 and 2019. My fieldwork comprises archival studies in 20 archive centers worldwide 
and ethnographic fieldwork in 10 rubber communities in Indonesia and Malaysia. My research contributes to 
the sociology of development and political economy theories of economic transformation in the Global 
South, predominantly derived from comparative studies of non-agrarian countries. I theorize agrarian 
relations as a root cause for variations in development paths and engage with debates on the role of colonial 
legacies, natural resource dependency, political institutions, culture, and geography in determining nations' 
failure and success. 
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SECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Review of the First Virtual Sociology of Development 
Conference: DEVSOCLINK2021 

 
The 2021 Sociology of Development Conference could not be held in-person due to the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Instead of cancelling the conference, the organizers decided to make it 
virtual and eliminate the registration fee. DEVSOCLINK2021 was held entirely online and contained 
18 formal sessions, spread out over six weeks (June 2 - July 14). Sessions included keynotes from Jayati 
Ghosh, Prerna Singh, Fauzia Ahmed, Matt Sanderson, and Samuel Cohn. It also included paper panels 
on a wide range of topics (e. g. women’s economic development, urban informality, trade, and 
development) and open table discussions on many others (e. g. state and development in China, 
corruption, the future of the peasantry). DEVSOCLINK2021 organizers also facilitated one-on-one 
“soul mate” and “wild combo” meetings, meant to simulate the often-spontaneous conversations that 
occur more naturally at in-person conferences. 
 

DEVSOCLINK2021 had several advantages, as compared to previous in-person Sociology of 
Development conferences. Due to the lack of travel costs and registration fees, it had a larger number 
of participants (186). It also attracted a higher proportion of non-US participants (25%), as well as 
more non-sociologists and development practitioners. This intellectual diversity is highly desirable, 
since the Sociology of Development section is (or should be) a space for truly global and 
interdisciplinary knowledge production. The papers presented at formal panels were extremely 
polished, in part because early phase projects were channeled towards open topic tables, where 
participants could have more in-depth, free-ranging discussions. The successes will inform the 
Sociology of Development Council’s approach to planning future conferences.  
 

DEVSOCLINK2021 showed that the Sociology of Development section is thriving and our 
members are eager to exchange ideas, whether in-person and virtually. The next Sociology of 
Development conference has yet to be planned. So, stay tuned!  

We thank the organizers of SOCDEVLINK2021: Sam Cohn, Tuba Agartan, Robert Clark, Rita Jalali, 
Karin Johnson, Heidi Rademacher, Tony Roberts, Barbara Wejnert, and Amber Blazek. 

 
 

Announcements from Section Members  
 
During Fall 2021, Professor Valentine Moghadam is the John W. Kluge Chair, Countries and Cultures of the 
South, Library of Congress. This is a residential fellowship for work on Varieties of Feminism in the Middle East 
and North Africa.  
 
An editorial team based at Notre Dame’s Keough School of Global Studies has recently taken the helm of the 
journal Studies in Comparative International Development, with Tamara Kay as Editor-in-Chief and Anna Calasanti 
as Managing Editor. We welcome submissions on a broad range of development-related topics using diverse 
methodologies; please direct any questions to SCID.journal@gmail.com. We can also be found via our new 
Twitter account, @SCID__journal.   
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Enrique S. Pumar will take a two-year academic leave from Santa Clara University at the end of February to 
serve as Program Director at the National Science Foundation Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences. 
 
Enrique S. Pumar was invited to be the keynote speaker at the 25th Annual Conference of the American 
hosted by the University of North Georgia this coming February 18-19, 2022. 
https://ung.edu/college-of-arts-and-letters/conference-on-the-americas/index.php 
 
Andrew Le’s paper “Developing and Deploying Broker Wisdom: How Aspiring Migrants Navigate a Broker-
Centric Migration System in Vietnam” was a winner of the Sociological Forum’s 35th Anniversary Graduate 
Student Paper Competition. 
 
Yuen Yuen Ang’s 2020 book, China’s Gilded Age: The Paradox of Economic Boom and Vast Corruption, was 
reviewed on the LSE Review of Books Blog. According to the reviewer, “This sophisticated and nuanced 
analysis will encourage readers to look beyond the usual clichés surrounding corruption and offers a 
comprehensive framework for studying the political economy of inequality and development.” The review is 
available in English, Spanish, Chinese, and Vietnamese: 
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2021/05/12/book-review-chinas-gilded-age-the-paradox-of-
economic-boom-and-vast-corruption-by-yuen-yuen-ang/#endnote.    
 
Harmonized International Survey Data Available 

 
The Survey Data Recycling project (SDR) is developing a public online database that harmonizes into a 
comparable measures the major social, demographic and political variables from over 3,500 international 
surveys covering 24 major survey programs for over 142 countries covering 1966-2016. The 1.0 version of 
the data and documentation are available at: 
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/sdr;jsessionid=ed668ffa6f98205e330c3c9c643c?q=&types=datavers
es%3Adatasets%3Afiles&sort=dateSort&order=desc&page=1. Further updates will be posted at this project 
site as they are completed.   In 2022, the project will publish the book Survey Data Harmonization in the Social 
Sciences (Wiley Publishers), which reviews the field of survey harmonization.   Further information on the 
project and its publications are available at: http://dataharmonization.org.  Directors of the SDR project are 
Kazimirez Slomczyski (Polish Academy of Sciences & Ohio State University), Irina Tomescu-Dubrow (Polish 
Academy of Sciences & Ohio State University), and J. Craig Jenkins (Ohio State University).   
 
New Newsletter on Survey Data Harmonization 
 
The Survey Data Recycling project (SDR) is offering a new newsletter on the growing field of survey data 
harmonization.  The newsletter provides a forum for researchers to share news and communicate with the 
growing community of scholars, institutions and government agencies who work on harmonizing social 
survey data and other projects with a similar focus.  It pays special attention to the methodology of survey 
data harmonization and the development of international research and standards on issues such as data 
comparability, data quality, proper data documentation, data storage and access and analytic procedures for 
dealing with the demands of harmonized data. It is sponsored by the CONSIRT program at The Ohio State 
University and the Polish Academy of Sciences.  Current and past issues of Harmonization:   Newsletter on Survey 
Data Harmonization in the Social Sciences are available at: https://dataharmonization.org/newsletter/. You can 
also sign up to receive the newsletter or contact the editor at: https://www.asc.ohio-
state.edu/dataharmonization/contact/. 
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OPPORTUNITIES
 

 
14th Spanish Sociology Conference:  
 

 
From 30 June to 2 July 2022 the 14th Spanish Sociology Conference, with the theme: “Inequalities, borders 
and resilience. Sociology for global crises”, will be held in Murcia, Spain. The Spanish Federation of Sociology 
will organize the conference with the assistance of the Universidad de Murcia. The deadline for sending 
abstracts to present communications to the working groups of the congress will be open from November 18 
to January 21. It is advisable to examine in detail the sections of the working groups on the congress 
website to follow the news that is published in relation to the guidelines or call for papers. Please find all 
details about the conference here: https://congreso2022.fes-sociologia.com/   

 

Conference on the Americas  

 

25th Annual Conference on the Americas will be a virtual conference to be held on February 18-19, 2022.	
The Americas Council provides an annual conference for presenters and participants to explore critical socio-
cultural, political, economic, environmental, global, regional and national issues including the challenges and 
opportunities facing Latin America, the Caribbean and Canada. This will be a virtual conference. The 
conference is sponsored by The Americas Council, University System of Georgia (USG) and hosted by the 
University of North Georgia represented by the College of Arts and Letters and the Mike Cottrell College of 
Business. Topics and categories of presentations on Latin America, Caribbean and Canada include:  

Regional Politics; Regional Economics, Trade and Business Issues; Migration and immigrants; 
Ecology and the Environment (e.g. earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, forest fires); 
Cultural Studies (including music and dance), Anthropology, Arts, Language and Literature; 
Sociological issues and social problems (e.g. drugs, crime, sex trafficking, poverty); Gender; 
Indigenous Populations; Regional, Global and other Geographical Issues; Education; Health in the 
Americas; Science and Technology; History, Ethnographic and Archaeological Science; Latin 
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American studies and philosophy; 
Teaching Paradigms: Interdisciplinary and Inter-cultural Perspectives; Study abroad programs and 
outcomes.  

Deadline for Submission of Abstracts: December 30, 2021 For more information: https://ung.edu/college-
of-arts-and-letters/conference-on-the-americas/index.php 

While the focus of this conference is primarily for university/college faculty members, we encourage graduate 
and undergraduate students to showcase their research on the Americas. Registration Fees: Faculty and other 
professionals - $25 to $30; Students - $10.   

 
 
Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics (SASE) Annual Conference 
 
The Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics (SASE) is pleased to announce the call for papers for 
its 34th annual conference, "Fractious Connections: Anarchy, Activism, Coordination, and Control," which 
will be hosted by the University of Amsterdam from 9-11 July 2022. The call for papers can be viewed at: 
https://sase.org/event/2022-amsterdam/ and the 2022 mini-conference themes at: 
https://sase.org/event/2022-amsterdam/#mini. The deadline for submissions is January 25, 2022. 
 

 
 
Migration Studies Workshop: Spring 2022 

The Boston Area Migration Studies Workshop invites proposals for participation in our Spring 2022 work in 
progress series. The goal of the Workshop is to foster a community of scholars, build networks and promote 
social science studies of international migration from a range of methodologies and perspectives. 

For Spring 2022, we welcome submissions from graduate students, faculty and applied researchers who wish 
to present and receive feedback on their work in preparation, whether it is a conference paper, a journal 
article, a book chapter or a research proposal. 

Selected applicants will prepare a draft paper for circulation to participants prior to the Workshop meeting. In 
consultation with Workshop organizers, they will have the opportunity to invite two experts in the field to 
offer comments on their work. 

In order to apply, please fill out this google form (CFP Work in Progress). You will be asked to upload a 
current cv, as well as an extended abstract for your paper (1200-1500 words). There are also a series of 
questions about the intended goal or outcome of the work in preparation, schedule availability, and possible 
expert discussants to comment on your work. 

Please submit proposals by January 24, 2022. Direct questions to Nazli Kibria (nkibria@bu.edu) and Cheryl 
Llewellyn (Cheryl_Llewellyn@uml.edu), Organizers of Works in Progress, Migration Workshop.  

 
 
Call for TRAILS Editorial Board Members 

TRAILS, ASA’s online resource library, is looking for new editorial board members. The board members are 
part of a network of passionate educators dedicated to supporting excellence in teaching and learning in 
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sociology. Newly appointed board members will begin a three-year (renewable) term starting January 1, 
2022. In addition to reviewing materials and making publication recommendations to the editor, members of 
the Editorial Board are responsible for promoting the digital library and working to expand the range, 
quantity, and quality of teaching resources in TRAILS.   

Applicants should be ASA members, have a PhD in sociology, and have a demonstrated commitment to 
teaching and learning in the discipline. A publication record in TRAILS is viewed favorably. Applications will 
be reviewed starting January 14 and continue until positions are filled. To apply, send a letter describing your 
interest and qualifications for the position and a CV to trails@asanet.org with the subject line “Editorial 
Board Application.”  

 

2022 Junior Theorists Symposium  
   
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Friday, February 25, 2022 by 11:59PM PST  
   
We invite submissions of précis for the 16th Junior Theorists Symposium (JTS). The annual symposium will 
be held in person on August 4th (additional details TBD) prior to the 2022 ASA Annual Meeting. The JTS is 
a conference featuring the work of up-and-coming sociologists, sponsored in part by the Theory Section of 
the ASA. Since 2005, the conference has brought together early career sociologists who engage in theoretical 
work, broadly defined.   
   
It is our honor to announce that Steven Epstein (Northwestern University), Saskia Sassen (Columbia 
University), and Mario Small (Harvard University) will serve as discussants for this year’s symposium. Paul 
Joosse (Hong Kong University) and Robin Willey (Concordia University of Edmonton), winners of the 2021 
Junior Theorist Award, will deliver a keynote address. Finally, the symposium will include an after-panel titled 
“Theorizing Intersections,” with panelists Tey Meadow (Columbia University), Tianna Paschel (UC Berkeley), 
Vrushali Patil (Florida International University), Mary Romero (Arizona State), and Adia Harvey Wingfield 
(Washington University St. Louis).  
   
We invite all ABD graduate students, recent PhDs, postdocs, and assistant professors who received their 
PhDs from 2018 onwards to submit up to a three-page précis (800-1000 words). The précis should include 
the key theoretical contribution of the paper and a general outline of the argument. Successful précis from 
last year’s symposium can be viewed here. Please note that the précis must be for a paper that is not under 
review or forthcoming at a journal.  
  
As in previous years, there is no pre-specified theme for the conference. Papers will be grouped into sessions 
based on emergent themes and discussants’ areas of interest and expertise. We invite submissions from all 
substantive areas of sociology. And we especially encourage papers that are works-in-progress and would 
benefit from the discussions at JTS.  
   
Please remove all identifying information from your précis and submit it via this Google form. Tara 
Gonsalves (University of California at Berkeley) and Davon Norris (The Ohio State University) will review 
the anonymized submissions. You can also contact them at juniortheorists@gmail.com with any questions. 
The deadline is Friday, February 25th. By mid-March, we will extend 9 invitations to present at JTS 2022. 
Please plan to share a full paper by July 5, 2022. Presenters will be asked to attend the symposium in its 
entirety in order to hear fellow scholars’ work. Please plan accordingly.   
  
*Presenters should plan to attend in-person, though this may change based on the Covid-19 pandemic.  
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Publishing opportunities: 

Sustainability is an international, cross-disciplinary, scholarly, peer-reviewed and open access journal of 
environmental, cultural, economic, and social sustainability of human beings. Sustainability runs special issues 
to create collections of papers on specific topics. The aim is to build a community of authors and readers to 
discuss the latest research and develop new ideas and research directions. Special Issues are led by Guest 
Editors who are experts in the subject and oversee the editorial process for papers. Papers published in a 
Special Issue will be collected together on a dedicated page of the journal website. Please check the website 
for more information on special issues: https://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability/special_issues 

 
NEW PUBLICATIONS 

 
 
 

 

Sociology of Development Journal (http://socdev.ucpress.edu/)   
This is an international journal addressing issues of development, broadly 
considered. With basic as well as policy-oriented research, topics explored include 
economic development and well-being, gender, health, inequality, poverty, 
environment and sustainability, political economy, conflict, social movements, and 
more.   
 
Editors: Andrew Jorgenson and Jeff Kentor 
Frequency: Quarterly in March, June, September, and December 
eISSN: 2374-538X 
 
Table of Contents 
Vol. 7 No. 3, Fall 2021, https://online.ucpress.edu/socdev/issue/7/3  

 
International NGOs in Global Aid Chains: Linking Donors, Local Partners, and the State 
Mary-Collier Wilks; Derek Richardson; Jennifer Bair  
(pp. 1-24) https://doi.org/10.1525/sod.2021.7.1.1 
 
 
Latin American Cities: Their Evolution under Neoliberalism and Beyond 
Brandon P. Martinez; Alejandro Portes  
(pp. 25-51) https://doi.org/10.1525/sod.2021.7.1.25 
 
 
Recasting the Treadmills of Production and Destruction: New Theoretical Directions 
Gregory Hooks; Michael Lengefeld; Chad L. Smith  
(pp. 52-76) https://doi.org/10.1525/sod.2021.7.1.52 
  
 
Economic Incentive to Ignore the Environment: The World Environmental Regime, Foreign Direct 
Investment, and Decoupling of Development Aid 
Kent E. Henderson 
(pp. 77–97) https://doi.org/10.1525/sod.2021.7.1.77 
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Trade and Health: A Cross-National Study of Global Economic Integration, Smoking Prevalence, 
and Gender, 2000 to 2015 
Ryan P. Thomas; Dennis L. Thombs; Colleen A. Mahoney 
(pp. 98-116) https://doi.org/10.1525/sod.2021.7.1.98 

 
New Books 

 

 
 

Chuaqui, Jorge. 2020. Social Structure, Power and the Individual. Toronto: Garth 
University Consortium Publishers. https://www.rc02.org/s/Social-Structure-
Book-11.pdf  

In this book, Professor Jorge Chuaqui and his collaborators have made 
important new contributions to sociological theory. They provide an adapted 
Marxian analysis of the State that is applicable to Western Societies including 
Latin America; offer a unique integration of macro and micro sociology by 
integrating Marxian, Structural-Functionalist, Weberian and Symbolic-
Interactionist concepts; and add a current discussion of social inclusion of the 
mentally ill and the Psycho-social impact of Covid 19 in Chile. This book is 
unique for its grand theoretical scope and masterful integration of macro and 
micro sociological theories and concepts in its analysis. While it extends Marx's 
writings on the State, it also applies the theory of Hans Gerth and C. Wright 
Mills in their book, "Character and Social Structure: The Psychology of Social 
Institutions." Professor Chuaqui shows us that one must always consider social 
structure and organizational culture when studying self-fulfillment. Overall, 
Professor Chuaqui is to be praised for successfully pursuing this grand, very 
complex, theoretical analysis and also for skillfully including the work of a wide 
range of classical theorists in his treatise. 

 

 

Kalberg, Stephen. 2021. Max Weber's Sociology of Civilizations: A Reconstruction. 
London:Routledge https://www.routledge.com/Max-Webers-Sociology-of-
Civilizations-A-Reconstruction/Kalberg/p/book/9780367497286  

This book contributes to the establishment of the new field of civilizational 
analysis. A guidebook that assists social scientists in identifying and explaining the 
origins, contours, and trajectories of civilizations, it approaches the analysis of 
civilizations through the works of Max Weber. It will appeal to comparative 
sociologists and historians, as well as to social theorists of all persuasions. 
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Lindsey, Linda L. 2021. Gender: Sociological Perspectives 7/e. New York and London: 
Routledge/Taylor &Francis Group https://www.routledge.com/Gender-
Sociological-Perspectives/Lindsey/p/book/9781138103696   

Gender is the most comprehensive and issues-oriented text on the landscape to 
explore gender sociologically, so it is not surprising that it tackles a range of topics 
on globalization’s disparate gender impact of interest to policymakers, teachers, and 
researchers in development studies. Gendering global development and the 
profound consequences of globalization’s neoliberal path, for example, detail the 
trajectory from the ““women in development” era to examining today’s complex 
interdisciplinary gender patterns.  Shifts to intersectionality are at the core of 
gender studies and sociology of development is no exception. Sociological analysis, 
however, remains central to this intersectional mission. Published at the time of 
enormous sociopolitical change, Gender extends its rigorous theoretical approach to 
examine transnational issues such as the (re)emergence of BLM and #MeToo, the 
LGBTQ right movement, norming of toxic masculinity, and resurgent global 
feminist activism. Global content is interspersed throughout every chapter 
including health and social implications of gender and COVID, socioeconomic 
perils of caretaking, and political misogyny reverberating through the globe during 
the Trump era. All levels of students resonate with readability, clear discussion, and 
critiques of controversial   gender topics. They see that gender is a fundamental 
dimension of their identity, interactions, and role and status in society. They can 
locate themselves on gendered pathways of their everyday lived experiences (micro 
level) and in the complex patterns of gender that are produced by institutions in 
global society (macro level).  

 

Shamiran Mako and Valentine M. Moghadam. 2021 After the Arab Uprisings: Progress 
and Stagnation in the Middle East and North Africa. Cambridge University Press.  

Why were some, but not all the Arab mass social protests of 2011 accompanied by 
relatively quick and nonviolent outcomes in the direction of regime change, 
democracy, and social transformation?  Why was a democratic transition limited to 
Tunisia, and why did region-wide democratization not occur? After the Arab 
Uprisings offers an explanatory framework to answer these central questions, based 
on four key themes: state and regime type, civil society, gender relations and 
women’s mobilizations, and external influence. Applying these to seven cases: 
Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco, Bahrain, Libya, Syria, and Yemen, Shamiran Mako and 
Valentine M. Moghadam highlight the salience of domestic and external factors and 
forces, uniquely presenting women’s legal status, social positions, and 
organizational capacity, along with the presence or absence of external intervention, 
as key elements in explaining the divergent outcomes of the Arab Spring uprisings, 
and extending the analysis to the present day.  
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Murphy, Rachel. 2020. The Children of China’s Great Migration, Cambridge University 
Press 
In 2010s more than sixty million children in rural China had at least one parent 
who had migrated without them to work in the cities while some parents even 
migrated to work in African countries. Many of these children were socialised at 
school and at home to see their parents’ migration as creating an intergenerational 
debt for them to repay through study. This book draws on longitudinal fieldwork 
to explore how children experienced the strains of both long-term family 
fragmentation and study pressures, and the evolutions in their circumstances and 
sentiments over time. It contains chapters on children in lone migrant father 
families, lone migrant mother families and skipped generation families. It also 
explores children’s lives at school and differences in boys’ and girls’ experiences of 
growing up in translocal families. The book’s emphasis on children’s voices 
contributes to the wider sociological enterprise of rendering visible the everyday 
material and social practices and power relations through which people’s lives are 
ordered. 

 
 

New Articles and Book Chapters 
 

Bradlow, Benjamin H. “Embeddedness and cohesion: regimes of urban public goods distribution.” Theory and 
Society (2021). OnlineFirst. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11186-021-09456-y.  

Bradlow, Benjamin H. “Weapons Of The Strong: Elite Resistance and the Neo-Apartheid City.” City & 
Community. 20(3), 191-211 (2021).  

Cheong, Amanda R. & the Latin American Legal Defense and Education Fund. (2021). “How Driver’s 
Licenses Matter for Undocumented Immigrants.” Contexts 22-
27: https://doi.org/10.1177/15365042211035330. 

Cheong, Amanda R. & Baltazar, Mary Anne K. (2021). “Too Precarious to Walk: A ‘Three Delays’ 
Framework for Modeling Barriers to Maternal Healthcare and Birth Registration Among Stateless Persons 
and Irregular Migrants in Malaysia.” Genus: Journal of Population Sciences 77: https://doi.org/10.1186/s41118-
021-00129-3. 

Ellen Percy Kraly and Helen E. Reed, guest co-editors of a special issue of the Journal on Migration and Human 
Security, Vol. 9, No. 3 (September 2021) titled “New Demographic Directions in Forced Migrant and Refugee 
Research.” 

Hanson, Sandra L. and Enrique S. Pumar, chief guest co-editors of a special issue of the journal Sustainability, 
Vol. 13 (2021) titled “Moving toward Sustainability: Rethinking Gender Structures in Education and 
Occupation Systems.” 

Harris, Joseph & Libardi Maia, Juliana (2021) “Universal healthcare does not look the same everywhere: 
Divergent experiences with the private sector in Brazil and Thailand.” Global Public Health 
DOI: 10.1080/17441692.2021.1981973 

Le, Andrew N. "Unanticipated transformations of infrapolitics." The Journal of Peasant Studies 1-20 (2021).  

Li, Yao. 2021. “Official Framing—Portraying the Implementation of an Unpopular Policy as Responsive 
Governance.” Social Movement Studies 1–19. 

Li, Yao, and Harvey L. Nicholson Jr. 2021. “When ‘Model Minorities’ Become ‘Yellow Peril’—Othering and 
the Racialization of Asian Americans in the COVID-19 Pandemic.” Sociology Compass 15(2):1–13. 

Marwah, Vrinda. “For Love of Money: Rewards of care for India’s women community health workers”. Social 
Problems (2021) https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spab062.  
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Marwah, V. Promissory Capital: “State Legitimacy among Women Community Health Workers in India.” 
Qualitative Sociology 44, 403–418 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11133-021-09487-y.  

Massoud Karshenas and Valentine M. Moghadam, “Female Labour Force Participation and Women’s 
Employment: Puzzles, Problems, and Research” The Routledge Handbook of Middle East Economics, editor Hassan 
Hakimian. London: Routledge (July 2021). 

Mueller, Jason C. “Cultural Political Economy, Crisis Management, and COVID-19 in the United States.” 
European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology (2021) Online First DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23254823.2021.1995773.  

Mueller, Jason C. and John McCollum. “A Sociological Analysis of ‘OK Boomer’.” Critical Sociology (2021). 
Online First DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177%2F08969205211025724.  

Sahar Shakiba, Omid Ghaderzadeh, and Valentine M. Moghadam, “Women in Iranian Kurdistan: Patriarchy 
and the Quest for Empowerment” Gender & Society, vol. 35, no. 5 (Fall 2021). 

Springer, Emily. 2021. “Caught between Winning Repeat Business and Learning: Reactivity to Output 
Indicators in International Development.” World Development 144: 1-15. 

Stein, Serena and Jessie Luna. 2021. “Toxic sensorium: Agrochemicals and the African Anthropocene.” 
Environment and Society 12:87-107. 

Stoltz, Dustin S. and Aaron Z. Pitluck. "Resources in Relational Packages: Social Capital as a Byproduct of 
Relational Work." Social Currents 8(6):549-65 (2021).  

Walters, Barbara R.  2021. "The Measure of CEDAW: Religion, Religious Freedom, and the Rights of 
Women." Annual Review of the Sociology of Religion 2021.  Special issue on Religious Freedom: Social-Scientific 
Approaches edited by Olga Breskaya, Roger Finke and Giuseppe Giordan. 

Zumbyte, Ieva. "The Gender System and Class Mobility: How Wealth and Community Veiling Shape 
Women’s Autonomy in India." Sociology of Development 1-45 (2021).  

 

Public Sociology  
 
Bradlow, Benjamin H. 2021. “How Johannesburg’s suburban elites maintain apartheid inequities.” 17 
October. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/how-johannesburgs-suburban-elites-maintain-
apartheid-inequities-169295.  

Bradlow, Benjamin H. 2021. “Why funding America’s local governments could have a global impact.” 26 
January. Atlantic Council. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/why-funding-americas-local-
governments-could-have-a-global-impact/.  
 
Hussain, Mushahid. 2021. “Is a Left-Wing Nationalism Possible in Bangladesh?” 27 Sept. Jamhoor. 
https://www.jamhoor.org/read/is-left-wing-nationalism-possible-in-bangladesh.  
 
Masek, Vaclav. 2021. "Guatemala Cracks Down on Q'eqchi' Resistance.".16 Nov. 2021. NACLA 
https://nacla.org/guatemala-maya-resistance-el-estor.  

Masek, Vaclav. 2021. "La paradoja minera de El Estor." 31 Oct 2021. El Periódico. 
https://elperiodico.com.gt/noticias/domingo/2021/10/31/la-paradoja-minera-de-el-estor/.  

Mueller, Jason C. 2021. “Class, Generation and Meme War The capitalist realism of ‘OK Boomer’.”  October 
Edition: Generations. The Sociological Review (Magazine). https://doi.org/10.51428/tsr.arqu7733.  

Mueller, Jason C. 2021. “Neoliberal Order Breakdown and the US Withdrawal from Afghanistan” 13 
September. Counterpunch. https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/09/13/neoliberal-order-breakdown-and-the-
us-withdrawal-from-afghanistan/.  
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V. M. Moghadam. 2021. “Covid-19 and Female Labor in the MENA Region.” 8 June. Middle East Institute. 
https://www.mei.edu/publications/covid-19-and-female-labor-mena-region. Also translated into Persian by 
feminist website, https://bidarzani.com/43085 . 

V. M. Moghadam. 2021. “Transnational Feminist Networks and Contemporary Crises.” April 6.. E-
International Relations. https://www.e-ir.info/2021/04/06/transnational-feminist-networks-and-contemporary-
crises/ 

  
 

 
 
 

SECTION COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS 
  

ASA Sociology of Development Page: 
 http://www.asanet.org/sections/development.cfm 

 

Sociology of Development Website:  
http://sociologyofdevelopment.com/ 

 

Sociology of Development Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Sociology-of-Development-Section-160936710615717/ 

 

Sociology of Development Listserv: SOCDEV 
DEVELOPMENT-ANNOUNCE@LISTSERV.ASANET.ORG  

 

Sociology of Development Newsletter: 
Please send all your ideas, feedback, and submissions to socdevsectors@gmail.com. 

 

  
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Sociology of Development Section of ASA promotes work in sociology on the causes and 
effects of development.  We support work in all geographical regions including the United States, 
other advanced industrial nations and the Global South.  We are open to work of all theoretical 
orientations and all methodological orientations. Both theoretical and applied work is welcome. 


