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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:   
Jennifer Keahey 
 
Dear Section Members: 
 
It has been a difficult spring. The global outbreak of 
COVID-19 has uprooted all of our lives, and although 
some areas are beginning to reopen, the virus has yet 
to be contained. 
 
We do not yet know how the pandemic will impact 
our profession, but a series of news stories paint a 
gloomy picture. According to Bauman (2020), univer-
sities in the US are facing an enrollment crash. Public universities that dispro-
portionately support low-income, first-generation, and minority students may 
be hit hardest by declining enrollments, as these already have been struggling to 
survive state budget cuts. 
 
Systemic gender, race, and class inequities are shaping our experiences with the 
pandemic. Examining early journal submission data, Flaherty (2020) finds that 
the quarantine is giving rise to unusual gendered patterns, with the scholarly  
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productivity of men increasing and the production of women either stagnant or in decline. These trends may 
weaken the bargaining position of women seeking promotion in the future. 
 
Regardless of structural inequities, we all are experiencing some degree of exhaustion from our efforts to navi-
gate the crisis. As teachers, we pivoted to online instruction at unprecedented speed. As researchers and practi-
tioners, we have been forced to suspend field operations or to lock down far from home. As graduate students 
and recent PhDs, we suddenly face a frozen job market. 
 
Like many of you, I have been struggling to find balance in the abyss of uncertainty. I have spent this semester 
maintaining my regular workload while mentoring anxious students, caring for an elderly parent recovering from 
cancer, and witnessing the slow demise of an uncle who was like a second father to me. Despite these difficulties, 
I have remained acutely aware of the privilege of being able to work from home. It is the essential labor of others 
who all too often are underpaid and undervalued in society that has enabled me to keep my family safe.  
 
These realities have caused me to reflect on the meaning and value of the feminist ethic of care. Theorists tradi-
tionally define this ethic as “a species activity that includes everything that we do to maintain, continue, and re-
pair our ‘world’ so that we can live in it as well as possible” (Fisher and Tronto 1990: 40).  
 
As a radical ethic for grassroots development, the ethic of care provides a relational foundation for dismantling 
oppression in our everyday lives. It encourages us to build and participate in mutually supportive social networks 
that are welcoming of difference. It asks us to humanize institutional practices by slowing down enough to make 
compassionate and informed decisions about matters that impact people’s lives. It compels us to care for those 
who are suffering, and it asks us to take the time to care for ourselves when in need. 
 
If the collective mood of the industrial revolution was one of hysteria then the modal personality of late-stage 
modernity is one of psychopathic insensitivity to pain and suffering (Segato 2016). In a world where wealth and 
power are increasingly concentrated and the voices of the dispossessed are silenced by shock-and-awe greed, the 
cultivation of care and compassion is nothing less than a revolutionary act. 
 
With that in mind, I encourage you to take time to care for yourselves and others this summer. Please keep your 
eye on the listserv for announcements, and remember that this section is committed to supporting its members, 
whatever the future may bring. 
 
Jennifer Keahey 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Arizona State University 
https://newcollege.asu.edu/jennifer-keahey 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 

The Novel Coronavirus and the Generation of New Sociological Knowledge 
BY JOSEPH HARRIS 

 
Sociology offers powerful lenses for understanding 
the destructive consequences of epidemics, which 
often magnify existing health disparities and run 
along the lines of class, race, and gender in distinc-
tive ways. While the vulnerabilities of black and 
brown communities in the US have been laid bare 
alongside those of the poor, the elderly, those with 
disabilities, the undocumented, and the incarcerated, 
COVID-19 has also challenged us to think about 
the impacts this disease has had in relation to the 
Global South and how some of those experiences 
not only align with theoretical expectations but ac-
tually buck them. 
 
The rapid widespread adoption of innovations 
aimed at fighting COVID-19 presses us to recon-
sider much of what we know related to the dynam-
ics of diffusion. First, the speed with which masks 
and social distancing practices have become a wide-
spread feature of life in societies unaccustomed to 
them is unprecedented. Few such changes have so 
fundamentally affected how we live and been 
adopted so quickly. The fact that the disease is air-
borne and sometimes lethal, with death often hap-
pening in isolation, are factors that have no doubt 
been a major factor prompting such rapid adoption. 
However, in the days before anti-retroviral treat-
ment, the death rate from AIDS was 100% but took 
place over a long period of time. More research is 
needed to understand how social psychological fac-
tors interface with macro-social ones. Further re-
search in this area would deepen our knowledge of 
the mechanisms of diffusion, which has classically 
involved learning, coercion, competition, and social 
construction (Dobbin et al 2007). 
 
The fact that evidence for the efficacy of masks was 
developed in and diffused from the Global South 
cuts against the grain of existing theories. Classically, 
world culture theory has imagined policy models as 
emanating from the West to the global periphery 
(Meyer et al 1997). Other important work has ex-
plored dynamics of diffusion regionally within the 
Global South (Weyland 2005). Yet, innovations to 

fight COVID-19 have spread from Global South to 
North. These dynamics build on recent work by 
network analysts (Centola 2018) and also prompt us 
to think about how diffusion dynamics might be 
different for innovations adopted by people in soci-
eties versus governments. 
  
While the HIV/AIDS epidemic hit the world’s 
poorest region – sub-Saharan Africa – hardest, it 
remains to be seen what effects COVID-19 will 
have in that part of the world. While we know so-
cio-economic status to be a “fundamental cause” of 
mortality (Link and Phelan 1995), which might give 
us cause to think that the region will be hard-hit 
once again, a number of issues may mitigate the ef-
fects of coronavirus in the region. Understanding 
these different factors in relation to one another 
may reshape our broader understanding of theory. 
 
Many governments in the region have responded 
swiftly, intervening early with strong measures. Na-
tions in the region also have the experience of 
fighting HIV and TB to draw on, with some trans-
ferrable lessons to use in the fight against COVID-
19. While crowded housing conditions may facilitate 
epidemiological spread among poor urban dwellers, 
the disease may spread less among more spatially 
diffuse rural populations. Careful investigation of 
the dynamics of transmission will tell us a lot about 
how the dynamics of transmission for an airborne 
disease like COVID-19 differ from other airborne 
diseases, like TB, and how they further differ from 
the spread of non-airborne pathogens, like 
HIV/AIDS.  
 
The impact of cultural customs on the spread of the 
disease – both positive and negative – is yet un-
known. Important work by sociologists has trained 
our attention on the role of cultural objects and 
practices in global health (Tavory and Swidler 2009; 
McDonnell 2016). The practice of clasping hands 
together and bowing, rather than shaking hands, 
may have slowed the spread of disease in countries 
like Thailand. We also know from recent struggles 
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in Africa with Ebola that familial desires to visit and 
bury the dead contributed to spread of that disease. 
Heartbreaking stories have pointed to isolation of 
the seriously ill with coronavirus in hospitals, often 
dying alone without family around. How such tragic 
social disconnection plays into the dynamics of 
transmission in parts of the world where healthcare 
facilities themselves are non-existent or few in 
number is an open question. 
 
Understanding social dynamics related to COVID-
19 may have broader implications for our under-
standing of the world, reshaping long-held theories 
and generating new ones. The discipline of sociolo-
gy stands to contribute a great deal to that new un-
derstanding. But a great deal of work lies ahead of 
us to get there. Thinking about COVID-19’s unique 
features in relation to distinct local realities will play 
an important role in that process.  
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Joseph Harris is Assistant Professor of Sociology 
at Boston University and author of Achieving Access: 
Professional Movements and the Politics of Health Univer-
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“Break the Chain”: Exploring the Kerala Model of Pandemic Response 
BY SILPA SATHEESH 

 
 

Kerala—a south Indian state with a unique model 
of social development and history of progressive 
social movements and public action—receives acco-
lades for its proactive and compassionate response 
to the fast-spreading pandemic. The nature of state 
response in Kerala assumes greater significance 
when situated against the U.S model guided by the 
logic of a capitalist, for-profit healthcare system. 
This article is an attempt to highlight some im-
portant facets of the Kerala model of pandemic re-
sponse.  
 
Kerala has occupied a distinguished place in the de-
velopment literature (Drèze and Sen 1993; Franke 

and Chasin 1989; Heller et al. 2007) by achieving 
high social development indicators with limited 
economic growth. The focus on people’s well-being 
over capitalist accumulation is replicated in Kerala’s 
response to the pandemic. As the number of 
COVID-19 patients in the U.S reaches as high as 
one million, Kerala managed to bring down the 
number of patients to 34 with only four reported 
deaths. The success of Kerala reaffirms the im-
portance of participatory democracy, progressive 
social movements, and, most importantly, the need 
for a system of socialized provision when it comes 
to healthcare and other necessities. Perhaps, Kerala 
is one of the many examples where the state urges 
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people to practice social distancing without com-
promising on social solidarity.  
 
Break the Chain: A Campaign to Stop the Pan-
demic 
 
 “Break the Chain” has been the slogan for the 
state’s campaign for spreading awareness on social 
distancing. The slogan is apt considering the long 
history of working-class movements in the state 
fighting to break the shackles of capitalist exploita-
tion and the current communist government. Oper-
ationalized through a decentralized model of health 
care delivery, the state meticulously implements 
contact tracing and publishes the route-maps in all 
mainstream newspapers and state social media han-
dles. Crowd-sourced through public health workers, 
local self-governments, and community volunteers, 
this model enables the state to trace back, identify 
and quarantine all individuals who might have po-
tentially come in contact with COVID-19 positive 
cases.  
 
More importantly, the ways in which the local state 
and political leadership frame their response to the 
pandemic is distinctly different from the U.S model 
in terms of recognizing the responsibility of the 
state, in demonstrating leadership and in offering 
solidarity to the people in this troubled period. In-
terestingly, economy or forgone earnings never 
emerges as a priority in any of the media confer-
ences or statements issued by the state government. 
Instead, the state frames the response in terms of 
compassion, collective responsibility, and solidarity.  
 
A Model built on Scientific Temper, Solidarity 
and Socialized Provision 
 
The interventions spearheaded by the Department 
of Health led by a woman minister, K.K. Shailaja, 
are grounded in science and are guided by experts 
while devising strategies for pandemic response. 
And this scientific temper is a reflection of the long 
legacy of progressive social actions and movements 
in the state, including study-classes, teach-ins, and 
community outreach programs such as the People’s 
Science Campaign (KSSP).  
 
Despite being one of the smaller Indian states with 
limited economic resources, Kerala is offering free 
testing and healthcare not only to COVID-19 pa-

tients within the state; free quarantine homes and 
facilities for expats repatriated from other countries 
have also been set up. Kerala’s response to the pan-
demic stands out in bridging healthcare with the 
distribution of other essential services. Apart from 
offering free treatment and care to COVID-19 pa-
tients, the state ensures the socialized provision of 
food supplies through the Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS) and other essential commodities, includ-
ing medicines for people who are currently co-
operating with the nation-wide lockdown. The relief 
efforts also include monthly financial support pro-
vided to the socially vulnerable and marginalized 
sectors of society.  
 
Aside from this, the state has set up community 
kitchens to ensure that hunger is eliminated as peo-
ple self-quarantine and comply with lockdown 
measures. More so, the community kitchens are il-
lustrative of the equity and social justice orientations 
of Kerala’s response. The free supply of food and 
provision demonstrates how the response to this 
pandemic can address the disproportionate vulnera-
bility of poor and marginalized sections. Additional-
ly, it reiterates the importance of formulating re-
sponses by taking social and economic impacts into 
consideration. 
  
Because of these reasons, Kerala stands in stark 
contrast to the U.S. response, characterized by mis-
information, dismissal of scientific facts, lack of 
empathy, and a complete disregard for the poor and 
the most vulnerable communities. Perhaps, the 
pandemic demonstrates how the size of the econo-
my does not have a lot to do with the efficiency and 
humanity of state response. It is also indicative of 
the limitations of the capitalist system and logic in 
addressing crises. The success of the Kerala model 
forces us to revisit the priorities underlying our po-
litical, economic systems. An economic system valu-
ing profits more than people is unlikely to make 
interventions in favor of people.  
 
The Pandemic as a Collective Issue 
 
The large number of community volunteers assist-
ing the health experts and government institutions 
in fighting the pandemic reiterates the importance 
of community and social solidarity. As opposed to a 
model where the individual is held responsible and 
liable for their recovery and survival, Kerala con-
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ceives the pandemic as a collective issue that re-
quires collective solutions. The conception of the 
pandemic as a collective issue proved crucial in 
identifying solutions rooted in collective responsibil-
ity.  
 
The focus on community and solidarity stands 
against the model of individualism underlying the 
U.S response. The scenario in the U.S is illustrative 
of the worst possible manifestations of the laissez-
faire ideas such as freedom, individualism, and 
competition. The reports surrounding the hoarding 
of sanitizers or fighting for toilet tissue paper should 
be located within the larger frame of the capitalist 
economic system grounded in individualism and 
competition.  There are protests across the U.S de-
manding an immediate reopening, so that people 
can exercise their “freedom” when the fatalities 
reach as high as 75,000. Early evidence confirming 
the increased vulnerability of racial and ethnic mi-
norities to the pandemic demonstrates how 
healthcare disparities manifest themselves in the 
context of this pandemic.  
 
The crisis is cataclysmic; however, it also offers an 
opportunity to break away from ruthless capitalism. 
Progressive social movements and collective action 
can play a huge role in steering shifting the focus 
away from profits and centering back on people.  
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COVID-19: Lessons from the Sociology of AIDS 
BY CATHERINE VAN DE RUIT 

 
HIV/AIDS is a chronic infectious disease transmit-
ted by sexual intercourse or intravenous drug use. 
Thanks to antiretroviral therapy (ART), AIDS is 
now a manageable chronic condition, whereas 
COVID-19, an acute airborne disease, has thus far 
limited treatment options. While these distinct in-
fectious diseases do not have biological commonali-
ties, shared social factors including structural, insti-
tutional, cultural, and environmental conditions 
shape the biological trajectory of both diseases. 
 
Sociological research on AIDS offers critical lessons 
for understanding the public health response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic thus far. In particular, this 
review examines limitations of dominant epidemio-
logical models of individual risk and the concomi-

tant disease mitigation interventions emerging from 
this risk model that underpinned the global AIDS 
response. This risk model underpinning AIDS bio-
medical innovation may have saved countless lives, 
but the resulting health disparities are extensive and 
have ultimately undermined efforts to contain and 
eradicate the HIV virus.  
 
The dominant policy response to AIDS focused on 
individual behavioral interventions influenced by 
epidemiological and biomedical conceptions of dis-
ease as a biological pathology. The emphasis on 
“risk groups” is a foundational approach within epi-
demiology and used as a tool to prevent and miti-
gate infectious disease by targeting groups within 
populations most likely to contract and transmit the 
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disease. AIDS public health programs identified 
high-risk groups to include gay and bisexual men, 
transgender people, sex workers, and intravenous 
drug users. By contrast, high-risk COVID-19 
groups are identified as older age adults and people 
with pre-existing conditions who are immunocom-
promised. 
 
There are several critiques of this individual risk ap-
proach: first, it obscures differences within groups, 
and thus public health interventions were unlikely to 
develop nuanced programming relevant to specific 
groups (Mojola 2011); second, it affirmed narrow 
individual risk reduction strategies that ignored the 
social and cultural characteristics of AIDS transmis-
sion (Swidler 2009; Auerbach, Parkhurst, and Cáce-
res 2011).  
 
Third, narrow risk group models concealed how 
social marginalization intersects with AIDS risk. 
People with multiple minority identities are at higher 
risk of contracting AIDS and less likely to receive 
sustained access to treatment (Watkins-Hayes 2014). 
In the context of COVID-19 patterns of transmis-
sion inside the United States, minorities are at high 
risk of contracting COVID-19 and greater mortality 
relative to the general population (Johnson and 
Buford 2020). 
 
In the COVID-19 crisis the UK and US initially tar-
geted high-risk groups such as seniors and people 
with multiple morbidities rather than issue universal 
stay-at-home orders as the economic costs of social 
isolation were deemed too high. As a result of these 
initial narrow targeted risk group strategies, the US 
currently leads the world in infections and mortality. 
The UK radically changed course after epidemiolog-
ical models suggested that unchecked COVID-19 
related morbidity would overwhelm the health sys-
tem (Booth 2020).  
 
Prior to the introduction of standard antiretroviral 
therapy, global health’s reliance on individual behav-
ior change prevention programs were largely unsuc-
cessful and prompted sociologists to argue that the 
global AIDS response imported standardized AIDS 
prevention programs ill-suited to local contexts 
(Tawfik and Watkins 2007; Watkins-Hayes 2014). 
Similar concerns have been raised about standard-
ized social distancing guidelines to mitigate 
COVID-19 that may not be appropriate for all 

country contexts particularly for countries in the 
Global South with large urban informal settlements. 
Aside from social isolation orders, such contexts 
may need tailored social and public health programs 
to address food insecurity and improve access to 
sanitation (Corburn et al. 2020). Similarly, in the 
United States low-income workers performing roles 
in the meat packing industry, supermarket and de-
livery services are at higher risk of contracting 
COVID-19. These workers cannot afford to follow 
social distancing guidelines and work place protec-
tions against the virus are inadequate. 
 
Inequities in both AIDS and COVID-19 patient 
prevention and treatment in turn translated into un-
derinvestment in health care workers. The burden 
of care falls primarily on people who face forms of 
social exclusion based on their gender, race, class, 
and age, thus reproducing and exacerbating social 
inequality. For example, community health workers 
on the frontlines of the AIDS epidemic are predom-
inantly women of color who do not receive formal 
wages, benefits, or workplace protection insurance 
(van de Ruit 2019).  In the case of the treatment 
response for COVID-19 in the US, frontline health 
care-workers are predominantly women and racial-
ized minorities performing low-paid work roles, 
with inadequate safety equipment and who face high 
occupational exposure risks (Robertson and 
Gebeloff 2020). 
 
In closing, sociologists of AIDS identified how 
health disparities produced by misaligned preven-
tion programming, inequities in patient access to 
AIDS treatment programs, and deficits in AIDS 
care contributed to the continued spread of the dis-
ease. In the absence of clinical treatments to effec-
tively prevent and treat COVID-19, the inability of 
marginalized populations to practice social distanc-
ing, and stark health inequities in testing and availa-
ble treatment in the Global North and South must 
be addressed if this virus is to be managed and ulti-
mately contained.   
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SECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 	
Reminder: SocDev Member Feedback Survey 

  
If you haven’t already, please take a moment to give us your feedback via our Sociology of Development Mem-
ber Feedback Survey: 
  
https://forms.gle/ETYR9ez34GF6QzB46 
  
Please fill out the 13-question survey by May 30, 2020. It should take between 5 and 10 minutes to complete. 
The purpose of the survey is to continually improve our services to you. We will provide a report on the survey 
outcome this August during the ASA’s Virtual Engagement Event. 
  
Contact Karin Johnson (University of California Riverside) at kjohn033@ucr.edu with any questions. Thank you 
again and we look forward to your participation! 
  
Sincerely, 
The SocDev Survey Committee 
Karin Johnson (Chair) 
Sam Cohn (Member) 
Alvin Camba (Member) 
Annika Rieger (Member) 
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ASA Sociology of Development Section Mentorship Program 2020 Call 
  
In these unprecedented times of the Coronavirus pandemic, the ASA annual conference has been canceled. In 
line with the ASA’s “Virtual Engagement” Event, the Sociology of Development Section is pleased to continue 
the Mentorship program in an online format. 
  
If you would like to participate, we would like to solicit applications for mentors and mentees. Click here and 
fill out your information. Applications accepted through Friday, July 31st.     
  
Karin Johnson (University of California Riverside), Mentorship Coordinator, will pair up graduate students and 
junior faculty with a scholar more advanced in their career. Pairs will be matched based on their desired areas of 
mentorship, then by substantive research interests. Mentorship groups will consist of at least one mentor and 
one or more mentees. Mentors and mentees will personally schedule and meet up anytime by video, phone, or 
whatever means preferred. You will be notified of your pairing by Monday, August 5th. 
  
Questions? Email Karin Johnson at kjohn033@ucr.edu. 
 
 
Want to Help Address Inequalities in Access to Educational Resources? 
 
The Research4Life partnership offers educational institutions in resource-constrained countries free to 
low-cost access to a large number of online academic materials from journals and presses. Most institu-
tions in sub-Saharan Africa and some in South Asia qualify for access to journal and press materials through Re-
search4Life for free, while a number of countries in Latin America, Africa, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and 
Asia qualify for access for $1,500 USD per institution per calendar year. A map of access by country income 
group is available here, and a list of institutions already registered for Research4Life is available here. 

What does this have to do with me? Why should I be concerned with this? Because deep divides exist 
between the Global North and South with regard to access to top journals and presses, and Re-
search4Life offers a way of addressing inequalities in access to educational materials. If you work in 
countries that qualify for Research4Life, you may be able to play a catalytic role in working with local educational 
institutions to raise awareness about this program and enable access. Universities and individuals can also spon-
sor the annual membership of institutions in countries that qualify for membership at the $1,500 per year rate.  

Want to play a role in addressing these inequalities? Check out this list to see if the country where you work 
is eligible. Then see if the educational institutions that you know there already have access to Research4Life. 
Then talk with your contacts to see if this is something they would be interested in participating in. Several insti-
tutions pay through WHO Country Offices. However, individuals and other organizations may also pay on their 
behalf.  

Joseph Harris, Boston University 

 
 
New Policy Briefs: S o c i o l o g i c a l  I n s i g h t s  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  P o l i c y  
 
The purpose of Sociological Insights for Development Policy is not only to raise awareness of the thought-
provoking research being done by members of our section, but also to strengthen engagement between scholars, 
policy makers and development practitioners. Our long-term aim is to enhance sociology’s impact on develop-
ment discourse and practice throughout the world. For more information about the series, or if you would like to 
contribute a brief, please contact Alaka Basu at ab54@cornell.edu. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrtzZ6jK0XItM_Lvni9jHk0CB0U_p6LPSIqtmjMW6Zxt1Sng/viewform
https://www.asanet.org/annual-meeting-2020/2020-virtual-engagement-resources
https://www.research4life.org/access/eligibility/
https://www.research4life.org/about/
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New Policy Briefs: 

“Competing Priorities: How intrahousehold relationships affect women’s business management and investment 
decisions,” by Sophia Friedson-Ridenour and Rachael Pierotti (2020, Volume 5, Issue 1) 
 
“Stigma and Labour Market Outcomes: Sex Work and Domestic Work in India,” by Neha Hui and Uma 
Kambhampati (2020, Volume 5, Issue 2) 
 
“The Revival of Population Control and Technocratic Family Planning in the 21st Century,” by Daniel Bendix 
and Susanne Schultz (2020, Volume 5, Issue 3) 
 
 
New Issue of S o c i o l o g y  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t  Journal 
 

 

Soc io logy  o f  Deve lopment  (http://socdev.ucpress.edu/)   
This is an international journal addressing issues of development, broadly con-
sidered. With basic as well as policy-oriented research, topics explored include 
economic development and well-being, gender, health, inequality, poverty, en-
vironment and sustainability, political economy, conflict, social movements, 
and more.   
 
Editors: Andrew Jorgenson & Jeff Kentor 
Frequency: Quarterly in March, June, September, and December 
eISSN: 2374-538X 
 
Table of Contents 
Vol. 6 No. 1, Spring 2020, https://socdev.ucpress.edu/content/6/1 

 
Mining and Defensive Mobilization: Explaining Opposition to Extractive Industries in Chile 
Maria Akchurin 
(pp. 1-29) DOI: 10.1525/sod.2020.6.1.1 

Water Sovereignty in the Age of Global Capitalism: A Cross-National Analysis of Latin American Poli-
cies 
Matthew Schneider  
(pp. 30-65) 10.1525/sod.2020.6.1.30 
 
Whose Legitimacy? China’s Drive for Electric Vehicles 
Xiaoshuo Hou and Ping Li 
(pp. 66-90) DOI: 10.1525/sod.2020.6.1.66 

Are the Goals of Sustainability Interconnected? A Sociological Analysis of the Three E’s of Sustainable 
Development Using Cross-Lagged Models with Reciprocal Effects 
Matthew Thomas Clement, Nathan Pino, Patrick Greiner, and Julius McGee  
(pp. 91-115) DOI: 10.1525/sod.2020.6.1.91 
 
Universal Social Protection: Is It Just Talk? 
Amanda Shriwise, Alexander E. Kentikelenis, and David Stuckler  
(pp. 116-144) DOI: 10.1525/sod.2020.6.1.116 
 

 

https://sociologyofdevelopment.com/policybriefs/
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Gift Memberships: ASA and ASA section memberships  

 

ASA members can purchase ASA and section memberships as gifts at https://asa.enoah.com (Login required). 
 
To gift an ASA membership, click “Purchase a gift membership for a student” under the Contribute/Give 
heading and then select “To search for or add a new individual, please click here.” Per the ASA, “Your gift will 
be redeemable by the recipient for a 2020 ASA student membership (or a $51 discount on another membership 
type for 2020). Your gift recipient will receive their gift credit via e-mail immediately after your purchase. Gift 
memberships are not refundable if unredeemed by the end of the 2020 membership year, September 30, 
2020. Gift memberships are not tax deductible.” The deadline for a 2020 gift ASA membership for students is 
July 31, 2020. 
 
To gift a section membership, click “Purchase a gift section membership” under the Contribute/Give heading 
and then select “Sociology of Development” from the dropdown option. Per the ASA “Section membership 
requires 2020 ASA membership. Only 2020 ASA members who do not already have a membership in that sec-
tion are eligible to receive a gift. Your recipient will receive an e-mail immediately after your payment notifying 
them of the section gift. Your name will be included in this message. If the recipient declines the gift within 30 
days of receipt, you will receive a refund by mail. Gifts are not tax deductible.” The deadline for a 2020 gift sec-
tion membership is July 31, 2020. 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER PUBLICATIONS 
 

NEW BOOKS 
 

 
 

 

Chorev, Nitsan. 2019. Give and Take: Developmental Foreign Aid and the Pharmaceuti-
cal Industry in East Africa. Princeton University Press. 
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691197852/give-and-take 
 
Can foreign aid benefit development? While foreign aid has been attacked by 
critics as wasteful, counterproductive, and exploitative, Give and Take uses the 
case of local drug manufacturing in Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda to show the 
effectiveness of a particular kind of foreign aid: “developmental foreign aid.” 
Against the backdrop of East Africa’s colonial legacies, pursuit of economic 
self-sufficiency, bitter negotiations over affordable drugs, and the battle against 
AIDS and malaria, Give and Take offers an important corrective to popular 
views on foreign aid and development. The book shows that when foreign aid 
provides markets, monitoring, and mentoring, it can support the emergence and 
upgrading of local production. First, most funding provided by foreign aid is 
earmarked, but where donors were willing to procure locally, they created new 
markets that gave local entrepreneurs an incentive to produce new types of 
drugs. Second, donors often impose the wrong conditions in return to funding, 
but when donors enforced production standards as a condition to access their 
markets, they gave producers an incentive to upgrade their facilities and im-
prove their quality practices. Third, donors rarely share their technology, but 
where technical know-how was not available and donors provided mentoring, 
local producers had access to guidance necessary for producing complex drugs 
and following international quality standards.  
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Dromi, Shai M. 2020. Above the Fray: The Red Cross and the Making of the Humani-
tarian NGO Sector. University of Chicago Press. 

From Lake Chad to Iraq, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) provide re-
lief around the globe, and their scope is growing every year. Policymakers and 
activists often assume that humanitarian aid is best provided by these organiza-
tions, which are generally seen as impartial and neutral. In Above the Fray, Shai 
M. Dromi investigates why the international community overwhelmingly trusts 
humanitarian NGOs by looking at the historical development of their culture. 
With a particular focus on the Red Cross, Dromi reveals that NGOs arose be-
cause of the efforts of orthodox Calvinists, demonstrating for the first time the 
origins of the unusual moral culture that has supported NGOs for the past 150 
years. 

Drawing on archival research, Dromi traces the genesis of the Red Cross to a 
Calvinist movement working in mid-nineteenth-century Geneva. He shows 
how global humanitarian policies emerged from the Red Cross founding mem-
bers’ faith that an international volunteer program not beholden to the state 
was the only ethical way to provide relief to victims of armed conflict. By illus-
trating how Calvinism shaped the humanitarian field, Dromi argues for the key 
role belief systems play in establishing social fields and institutions. Ultimately, 
Dromi shows the immeasurable social good that NGOs have achieved, but also 
points to their limitations and suggests that alternative models of humanitarian 
relief need to be considered.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kallman, Meghan Elizabeth. 2020. The Death of Idealism: Development and Anti-
Politics in the Peace Corps. Columbia University Press. 
 
Peace Corps volunteers seem to exemplify the desire to make the world a better 
place. Yet despite being one of history’s clearest cases of organized idealism, the 
Peace Corps has, in practice, ended up cultivating very different outcomes 
among its volunteers. By the time they return from the Peace Corps, volunteers 
exhibit surprising shifts in their political and professional consciousness. Rather 
than developing a systemic perspective on development and poverty, they tend 
instead to focus on individual behavior; they see professions as the only legiti-
mate source of political and social power. They have lost their idealism, and 
their convictions and beliefs have been reshaped along the way. The Death of 
Idealism uses the case of the Peace Corps to explain why and how participation 
in a bureaucratic organization changes people’s ideals and politics. Meghan 
Elizabeth Kallman offers an innovative institutional analysis of the role of ideal-
ism in development organizations. She details the combination of social forces 
and organizational pressures that depoliticizes Peace Corps volunteers, channels 
their idealism toward professionalization, and leads to cynicism or disengage-
ment. Kallman sheds light on the structural reasons for the persistent failure of 
development organizations and the consequences for the people involved. 
Based on interviews with over 140 current and returned Peace Corps volun-
teers, field observations, and a large-scale survey, this deeply researched, theo-
retically rigorous book offers a novel perspective on how people lose their ide-
alism, and why that matters. 
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Lachmann, Richard. First-Class Passengers on a Sinking Ship: Elite Politics and the 
Decline of Great Powers. Verso. 
https://www.versobooks.com/books/3062-first-class-passengers-on-a-sinking-
ship 
 
The extent and irreversibility of US decline is becoming ever more obvious as 
America loses war after war and as one industry after another loses its techno-
logical edge. Lachmann explains why the United States will not be able to sus-
tain its global dominance. He contrasts America’s relatively brief period of he-
gemony with the Netherlands’ similarly short primacy and Britain’s far longer 
era of leadership. Decline in all those cases was not inevitable and did not re-
spond to global capitalist cycles. Rather, decline is the product of elites’ success 
in grabbing control of resources and governmental powers. Not only are ordi-
nary people harmed, but also capitalists become increasingly unable to coordi-
nate their interests and adopt policies and make investments necessary to coun-
ter economic and geopolitical competitors elsewhere in the world. Conflicts 
among elites and challenges by non-elites determine the timing and mold the 
contours of decline. Lachmann traces the transformation of US politics from an 
era of elite consensus to present-day paralysis combined with neoliberal plun-
der, explains the paradox of an American military with an unprecedented tech-
nological edge unable to subdue even the weakest enemies, and the conse-
quences of finance’s cannibalization of the US economy. 
 
 
Leguizamón, Amalia. 2020. Seeds of Power: Environmental Injustice and Genetically 
Modified Soybeans in Argentina. Durham and London: Duke University Press. 
https://www.dukeupress.edu/seeds-of-power 
 
In 1996 Argentina adopted genetically modified (GM) soybeans as a central part 
of its national development strategy. Today, Argentina is the third largest global 
grower and exporter of GM crops. Its soybeans—which have been modified to 
tolerate spraying with herbicides—now cover half of the country's arable land 
and represent a third of its total exports. While soy has brought about moderni-
zation and economic growth, it has also created tremendous social and ecologi-
cal harm: rural displacement, land concentration, food insecurity, deforestation, 
violence, and the negative health effects of toxic agrochemical exposure. In 
Seeds of Power Amalia Leguizamón explores why Argentines largely support GM 
soy despite the widespread damage it creates. She reveals how the state, agri-
business, and their allies in the media and sciences deploy narratives of eco-
nomic redistribution, scientific expertise, and national identity as a way to create 
compliance among the country’s most vulnerable rural residents. In this way, 
Leguizamón demonstrates that GM soy operates as a tool of power to obtain 
consent, legitimate injustice, and quell potential dissent in the face of environ-
mental and social violence. 
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Mayville, Avideh K. 2019. The Transformation of “Capacity” in International Develop-
ment: Afghanistan and Pakistan (1977-2017). London/New York: Anthem Press. 
 
The Transformation of Capacity in International Development examines capacity as a 
concept within the global development agenda through an analysis of USAID 
projects and policy in Afghanistan and Pakistan between 1977 and 2017. It 
traces the evolution of donor discourses from the Cold War through the Global 
War on Terror, exposing the tensions within donor agendas between market, 
human rights and security-based narratives and discourses. As the global devel-
opment agenda subsumes major areas of international debate defined by com-
peting objectives, these tensions are absorbed, obscured and depoliticized with 
the transformation of capacity. Through an examination of the USAID exam-
ple, this book exposes how the donor attempt to develop the capacity of “frag-
ile” states and to manage transnational militancy reveals a fundamental struggle 
over the ownership and future of global governance and development. As the 
US-led war in Afghanistan approaches 20 years, the failure of capacity devel-
opment requires a fundamental reexamination of the priorities of the interna-
tional community and development efforts in conflict zones.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
McDonnell, Erin Metz. 2020. Patchwork Leviathan: Pockets of Bureaucratic Effective-
ness in Developing States. Princeton University Press. 
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691197357/patchwork-
leviathan (You can order directly from Princeton for 30% off with the code 
CF20.) 

Corruption and ineffectiveness are often expected of public servants in devel-
oping countries. However, some groups within these states are distinctly more 
effective and public oriented than the rest. Why? Patchwork Leviathan explains 
how a few spectacularly effective state organizations manage to thrive amid 
general institutional weakness and succeed against impressive odds. Drawing on 
the Hobbesian image of the state as Leviathan, Erin Metz McDonnell argues 
that many seemingly weak states actually have a wide range of administrative 
capacities. Such states are in fact patchworks sewn loosely together from scarce 
resources into the semblance of unity. McDonnell demonstrates that when the 
human, cognitive, and material resources of bureaucracy are rare, it is critically 
important how they are distributed. Too often, scarce bureaucratic resources 
are scattered throughout the state, yielding little effect. McDonnell reveals how 
a sufficient concentration of resources clustered within particular pockets of a 
state can be transformative, enabling distinctively effective organizations to 
emerge from a sea of ineffectiveness. Patchwork Leviathan offers a comprehen-
sive analysis of successful statecraft in institutionally challenging environments, 
drawing on cases from contemporary Ghana and Nigeria, mid-twentieth-
century Kenya and Brazil, and China in the early twentieth century. Based on 
nearly two years of fieldwork in West Africa, this incisive book explains how 
these highly effective pockets differ from the Western bureaucracies on which 
so much state and organizational theory is based, providing a fresh answer to 
why well-funded global capacity-building reforms fail—and how they can do 
better. 

 

‘This is one of the best books to date on swidden (jhum) farming. Based on engaged new 
fi eldwork in Northeast India and a rereading of its history, Debojyoti Das gives us an 
important re-evaluation of agroecology, with global implications, and potential, going far 
beyond India. His book deserves wide attention.’ 

—Magnus Fiskesjö, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Cornell University, USA

‘Debojyoti Das’s masterful ethnography and history of Nagaland is an essential landmark. 
Take an egalitarian population of shifting cultivators at the edge of empire and nation, add 
the modern state, commodity markets and Baptist “improvement” and you get a “civilizing” 
revolution that Das examines in remarkable, complex and deeply insightful ways.’ 

—James C. Scott, Sterling Professor of Political Science and Anthropology, Yale University, USA

‘Swidden cultivation in Northeastern India gets both a fresh and comprehensive treatment 
in this historical ethnography of villages in Nagaland as it examines how they went from the 
margins of colonial empire to the edges of the Indian nation-state in the course of the long 
twentieth century.’ 

—K. Sivaramakrishnan, Dinakar Singh Professor of India & South Asia Studies, Anthropology, 
School of Forestry & Environmental Studies, Yale University, USA

‘The Naga are a classic swidden society, beloved by anthropologists and excoriated by 
government offi  cials [....] Das locates the Naga in space […] and time […] producing a worthy 
addition to the anthropological literature on swidden societies.’ 

—Michael R. Dove, Margaret K. Musser Professor of Social Ecology, Yale University, USA

T he Politics of Swidden Farming off ers a new explanation for the changes taking place in 
swidden farming practised in the highlands of eastern India through an ethnographic case 
study. The book traces the story of agroecological change and state intervention to colonial 

times, and helps understand contemporary agrarian change by contextualizing farming not just 
in terms of the science and technology of agriculture or conservation and biodiversity but also 
in terms of technologies of rule. The Politics of Swidden Farming adds a new dimension to the 
underdeveloped literature on shifting cultivation in South Asia by focusing on the social ecology of 
farming and agrarian change in the hills. It provides a comparative viewpoint to state-centred and 
donor-driven development in the frontier region by bringing in diff erent actors and institutions that 
become the actants and agents of social change.

Debojyoti Das is an AHRC-GCRF postdoctoral associate at Bristol University, UK. He received his 
PhD in social anthropology from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 
and has held several prestigious fellowships and consultancies at Yale, Sussex and the University of 
London. Das has published widely in journals such as the European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 
Journal of Borderland Studies, Journal of the Indian Ocean Region and Economic and Political 
Weekly besides contributing to blogs.

www.anthempress.com

Cover image: Firewood stockpiled by villagers from the neighbouring forest, Tuensang District, Nagaland. 
Photograph by author.
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NEW ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
 
Harris, Joseph. “Viruses Don’t Care about Borders.” 2020. Contexts. Special Issue on the Global Impact of 

COVID-19: Healthcare and Critical Infrastructure Section. March 30, 2020.  
 
Harris, Joseph. 2020. “Science and Democracy Reconsidered.” Engaging Science, Technology and Society. 6: 102-110. 
 
Harris, Joseph, and Joel Selway. 2020. “A Scholarly Exchange: Explaining the Passage of Universal Healthcare in 

Thailand.” Journal of East Asian Studies 20(1): 99-119. 
  
Harris, Joseph. 2019. “The Politics of Expanding Healthcare Access to the Poor and Informal Sectors.” Sociologi-

cal Forum 34(4).  
 
Hristov, Jasmin. 2020. “The Capital-State Nexus and its War on Women” and “Globalization, Militarization, and 

Violence in Latin America.” In Caliskan, G. (Ed.). Gendering Globalization, Globalizing Gender. Toronto: Oxford 
University Press.  

   
Hristov, Jasmin. 2020. “Pro-Capitalist Violence and Globalization: Lessons from Latin America.” In Hosseini, 

S.A.H., Goodman, J., Motta, S.C., & Gills, B.K. (Eds.). The Routledge Handbook of Critical Globalization Stud-
ies. London: Routledge.  

 
Wang, Junmin. 2019. “Legal Unfairness, Entrepreneurship and Innovation in China.” Journal of Developmental  

Entrepreneurship 24(3.) 
 

 
 

 

Moghadam, Valentine. 2020. Globalization and Social Movements: The Populist Chal-
lenge and Democratic Alternatives. Third Edition.  
 
The book examines social movements and transnational networks (Islamist, 
feminist, and global justice) in the context of globalization in all its forms (eco-
nomic, political, cultural, technological) and in the context of the rise and 
spread of right-wing populist movements and governments. This third edition 
highlights the democracy deficits that have helped engender right-wing popu-
lism while also drawing attention to the potential for genuinely democratic al-
ternatives existing among movements and governments across the globe. 
 
 
  

https://contexts.org/blog/healthcare-and-critical-infrastructure/%23harris
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-east-asian-studies/article/exchange-explaining-the-passage-of-universal-healthcare-in-thailand/184E03848794BD8DAD5886D7EDAAE0C8/share/558215240cdc6ed6e88112d1bae303c263d0c1b3
https://estsjournal.org/index.php/ests/article/view/383
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/gendering-globalization-globalizing-gender-9780199030729?lang=en&cc=ma%23
https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-Handbook-of-Transformative-Global-Studies-1st-Edition/Hosseini-Goodman-Motta-Gills/p/book/9781138601123
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 
Khutkyy, Dmytro, and Kristina Avramchenko. 2019. Impact Evaluation of Participatory Budgeting in Ukraine.  
 
Serrano, Angela. “Can Small-Scale Farming Save Oil Palm?” Edge Effects Digital Magazine.  
 

 
OTHER MEMBER NEWS 

 
Robert Wyrod, Assistant Professor of Women & Gender Studies and International Affairs at the University of 
Colorado Boulder, has been awarded a grant from the National Science Foundation to continue his research on 
China-funded development efforts in Uganda. 
 
 
 

JOB MARKET CANDIDATES 
 

CANDIDATE PROFILES 
 
 

Andrew Hargrove, Stony Brook University 
Andrew.hargrove@stonybrook.edu | Website: https://andrewhargrove.wordpress.com/ 
Specializations: Environment, Health, Development, Global Sociology, Public Policy, 
Quantitative Methods 
 
Dissertation Title: “The Global Water Crises: Theoretical and Empirical Analyses and 
Implications” 
 
Dissertation Abstract: Unequal social, political, and economic power causes severe dam-

age to human well-being and ecological systems. Water issues constitute one of the great challenges in political 
ecology. On the one hand, there is a health crisis whereby over 700 million people lack access to safe drinking 
water. On the other hand, there is a growing environmental crisis regarding water scarcity, stress, and resource 
depletion. This dissertation uses network analysis, computational analysis, hierarchical linear modeling, and fixed-
effects regression to interrogate the ways global organizations (governments, non-governmental organizations, 
corporations, aid agencies, and academics) aim to solve the water crisis. The analysis reveals that the actions to 
solve certain facets of the water crisis can have unintended consequences on related water issues. For example, 
water aid intended to provide clean water to populations in need negatively impacts environmental outcomes 
such as groundwater depletion, pollution, and water stress. The analysis suggests that these unintended conse-
quences are partially due to lack of evaluation and reliance on existing norms and values that haven’t been ade-
quately vetted. Thus, using methodologically diverse tools to analyze global interest groups, my work expands 
political-economic theories of development showing how power influences norms, resulting in activities that un-
dermine development efforts and exacerbate environmental issues.  
 
 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337783495_Impact_Evaluation_of_Participatory_Budgeting_in_Ukraine%20
https://edgeeffects.net/small-scale-oil-palm/
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

 
A Patient Approach: Research Access in the Aftermath of Vietnam’s Worst 

Environmental Disaster 
 

BY ANDREW N. LE  
 

Vietnam’s North Central Coast was devastated by a 
chemical spill in April 2016. This incident, which is 
widely considered the worst environmental disaster in 
the country’s history, involved the expulsion of 300 
tons of toxins from a Taiwanese plant’s discharge 
pipe. The disaster incited a response, from both the 
society and state, that was unprecedented in 45 years 
of communist rule (Paddock, 2018). A large compo-
nent of my dissertation explores how the disaster af-
fected individuals’ ability to earn a livelihood, and its 
effects on subsequent migration patterns. For over 
half of my 15-month period of fieldwork, I lived with 
a host family and conducted participant observations 
in a fishing village near the spill.   
 
Though several reports surfaced after the disaster, the 
experiences of affected individuals were entirely omit-
ted and remained mysterious. As I soon learned, the 
lack of reporting came from above and below. The 
censorship from above was easy to understand. Since 
the disaster had a political dimension, the Vietnamese 
state banned unauthorized reporting. State officials 
believed the spill could be used as ‘political propa-
ganda’ that could incite further dissent and eventually 
lead to a revolt (Hookway 2016).  
 
The censorship from below originated in the basic 
mistrust, among affected citizens, toward authorized 
reporters. As locals shared with me, in the spill’s af-
termath, state reporters arrived and asked less about 
the spill’s consequences and more about who was 
inciting political dissension. Some state officials went 
undercover and participated in local protests to ob-
tain information about political sympathizers (see 
Trang 2017). The media’s failure to address the spill’s 
impact on the local community escalated to the point 
that locals eventually resorted to silence when ap-
proached by any reporter. As Bac Linh, a 56-year-old 
local man, stated “They don’t listen to us. We say 10 
and they report 1, we say 1 and they state 10... That’s 
why I just smile and pretend to not know anything.”  

As one can imagine, the censorship from above and 
below created much difficulty in initially obtaining 
access to the affected community. On the one hand, 
governmental officials believed I was a foreigner who 
stood in solidarity with the affected communities. On 
the other, members of affected communities believed 
I was a reporter who came to misreport the facts. 
During such a contentious time, both sides seemed to 
believe I was working with the other. 
 
To overcome access difficulties, I relied on my host 
family for introductions. In their free time, my host 
brother and father brought me to their acquaintances’ 
homes, which provided an opportunity for me to fa-
miliarize local men with my project. Similarly, my 
host sisters allowed me to attend their bible study 
classes, which introduced me to women in the com-
munity. I also took walks around the community so 
my neighbors could be aware of my presence, and 
agreed to teach English in the evenings for anyone 
interested. I made it a point to attend any community 
gatherings to which I was invited, from soccer games 
to birthday celebrations. Understanding the im-
portance of transparency, I asked the father of the 
local church to introduce me in his sermons.  
 
My field experience reaffirmed the need to take a pa-
tient approach to gaining fieldwork access in a con-
tentious situation. Although my first month was pain-
fully slow, it was a necessary step in allowing villagers 
the opportunity to contextualize and make sense of 
my presence. Ultimately, my “slow and steady” ap-
proach seemed to pay off: locals eventually ap-
proached me for interviews. Van, a fisherman who 
spent his entire life in Ha Tinh province suggested, “a 
state official tells us the story and leaves after a few 
days… I talk to you because you stayed for months to 
listen to our stories.” 
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Understanding Ourselves from the Neighbors: A Note on Deceased Organ 
Donation in Singapore, Hong Kong, and Taiwan 

 
BY WAN-ZI LU  

 
When confronted with moral concerns over losing 
body parts, how do medical professionals overcome 
these concerns to increase organ donation for trans-
plants? My dissertation, “Body Politics: Morals, Mar-
kets, and Mobilization of Organ Donation,” address-
es this question. I locate my analysis in Singapore, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan, where the ethical principle 
to keep the body intact has dissuaded many people 
from donating their organs postmortem. As a result, 
the three polities have struggled to meet the dire 
needs for organs. During the past year and a half, I 
interviewed policymakers, medical professionals, and 
coordinators at the national registries at the three sites 
to understand how they resolve the problem by de-
veloping systems to respond to accidental deaths and 
practice deceased organ donation. 
 
Since these three polities are known for their bureau-
cratic systems and professional-led development, I 
was not surprised that the policy and medical profes-
sionals were eloquent in outlining the procedures of 
donation practices and identifying other key players in 
their fields. From their descriptions, I soon realized 
that a working system to mobilize deceased organ 
donation requires inter-hospital networks and coordi-
nation across departments in each hospital. But to 
weave the details together, I noticed that the differ-
ences and similarities across the sites surfaced lucidly 
when the conversations turned to the other two poli-

ties—namely, the neighboring territories where my 
interviews took place. 
 
On some occasions, this comparison occurred natu-
rally to the interviewees as the sites are close in prox-
imity and the exchange between them has been 
common. A director of a transplant program in Hong 
Kong shared, for instance, that he “realized how to 
refine the system here after serving as an advisor for 
the Singaporean program.” He pointed out a core 
issue that hindered organ donation in Singapore was 
that many hospitals refrained from reporting potential 
donors to avoid causing discomfort in donors’ fami-
lies. To enhance inter-hospital networks in Hong 
Kong after he visited Singapore, he proposed to set 
up regional coordinators who connect ICUs between 
hospitals, and the setup soon brought the territory a 
jump in donation rates. The director recalled, “we are 
just more likely to improve our program when trying 
to help others solve problems.” 
 
In other situations, the informants understand their 
own system from a different perspective only after 
learning about their neighbors’ experiences. For in-
stance, when discussing the cooperation across hospi-
tal departments in facilitating donation, a Singaporean 
doctor noted how he “saw the systematic uniqueness 
in Singapore that contributed to shaping [their] dona-
tion culture” after we reviewed all the professionals 
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involved, from pronouncing potential donors brain-
dead to procuring organs in the three sites. He ex-
plained, “in Singapore, we enforced a clear division of 
labor by assigning each task to different personnel.” 
He went on to remark that he was surprised this prac-
tice was not common in other sites: “I thought this 
framework exemplifies the common practice until we 
talked about coordinators in Taiwan who walk the 
potential donors and their families through the whole 
donation process.” 
 
Speaking of their neighbors provides my informants a 
distance from their daily routinized practices to flesh 
out the differences across systems. Such distances 
provide surprising clues to reconstruct the processes 
and systems of deceased organ donation. Meanwhile, 
I noticed that I, too, have benefited from this com-

parative research design to start distinguishing the 
organizational arrangements that I was not aware of. 
Building upon these interviewees’ observations, I de-
tailed the structural differences—from the ecologies 
of the medical fields to subsidiary organizations dedi-
cated to promoting donation—and discovered that 
these arrangements condition how successfully medi-
cal professionals are able to mobilize organ donation 
in the three polities. For instance, Taiwan has been 
the only site showing a steady increase in donation 
rates over the past two decades among the three poli-
ties as its system integrates networks within and 
across hospitals through full-time coordinators and 
organ procurement organizations. 
 
Wan-Zi Lu is a PhD Candidate in the Department of 
Sociology at the University of Chicago. 

 
PHOTOS FROM THE FIELD 

 
These images are from fieldwork research that took place as part of the project “Violence and Land Disposses-
sion in Central America and Mexico.” https://landandviolence.org/ (funded by the Social Sciences and Humani-
ties Research Council of Canada).  
 

 
Image 1. House on occupied land in Chiapas, Mexico 

 
Image 2. Make-shift homes of campesinos occupying a palm-

oil plantation on disputed territory in the Bajo Aguan region of 
Honduras (2019) 

 
Image 3. Police presence to execute eviction of peasant occu-
pation over palm oil plantations on disputed territory in the 

Bajo Aguan region in Honduras (2019) 

 
Image 4. Peasant movement in Chiapas Mexico blocking a road 

and demanding the release of a political prisoner (2019) 
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The research examines nature, prevalence and core patterns in the relationship between land dispossession and 
violence carried out by state and non-state actors in Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico. So far this research has: 
1) demonstrated the correlation between sites of land acquisition by agribusiness, mining companies, and other 
large-scale investment ventures and the violent displacement of small-scale farmers; 2) revealed core patterns in 
the way armed actors participate in processes of resource appropriation, dispossession and repression; 3) identi-
fied grassroots resistance strategies. 
 
Jasmin Hristov is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History and Sociology at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia.
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALL FOR BOOK PROPOSALS 
 
Routledge Research on the Politics and Sociology of China 
  
Series Editors 
  
Reza Hasmath, University of Alberta 
Jennifer Y.J. Hsu, University of New South Wales 
  
Overview and Rationale 
  
The modern Chinese state has traditionally affected every major aspect of the domestic society. With the growing 
liberalization of the economy, coupled with an increasing complexity of social issues, there is a belief that the 
state is retreating from an array of social problems from health to the environment. Yet, as we survey China’s 
social and political landscape today we see not only is the central state playing an active role in managing social 
problems, but state actors at the local level, and non-state actors, such as social organizations and private enter-
prises, are emerging. 
  
Coiled in this environment, this book series is interested in examining the politics and sociology of contemporary 
China. The series will engage with research that explores the intricacies of institutional interactions, and analysis 
of micro-level actors who are shaping China’s future. 
  
The book series seeks to promote a discourse and analysis that views state and society as contested spaces for 
power, authority, and legitimacy. As a guiding principle, the series is notably interested in books that utilize China 
as a laboratory for confirming, modifying or rejecting existing mainstream theories in politics and sociology. Po-
tential meta-topics in this framework include (but not limited to): 
  
Aging and the Life Course 
Collective Behavior and Social Movements 
Community and Urban Sociology 
Comparative Politics 
Consumers and Consumption 
Crime, Law, and Deviance 
Economic Sociology 
Education 
Environment 

Ethnicity, Gender, and Class 
Foreign Policy 
Health Politics 
Inequality, Poverty and Mobility 
Labour and Labour Movements 
Migration and Citizenship 
Political Communication 
Political Economy 
Political Psychology 
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SECTION COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS 
  

ASA Sociology of Development Page: 
 http://www.asanet.org/sections/development.cfm 

 

Sociology of Development Website:  
http://sociologyofdevelopment.com/ 

 

Sociology of Development Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Sociology-of-Development-Section-160936710615717/ 

 

Sociology of Development Listserv: SOCDEV 
DEVELOPMENT-ANNOUNCE@LISTSERV.ASANET.ORG  

 

Sociology of Development Newsletter: 
Please send all your ideas, feedback, and submissions to socdevsectors@gmail.com. 

 

  

Political Sociology 
Public Administration and Policy 
Public Opinion 
Religion 

Science and Technology 
Urban Politics 
Work and Organizations 
Youth 

  
Proposal Submission Procedures 
  
Please forward your book proposal and CV to the Series Editors at: rhasmath [at] gmail.com and jenniferhsu [at] 
cantab.net in the first instance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Sociology of Development Section of ASA promotes work in sociology on the causes and 
effects of development.  We support work in all geographical regions including the United States, 
other advanced industrial nations and the Global South.  We are open to work of all theoretical 
orientations and all methodological orientations. Both theoretical and applied work is welcome. 


