
POLS 6730: The Politics of Development and Underdevelopment – Fall 2009 

 1 

 
POLS 6730: THE POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT AND 

UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
 

Department of Political Science 
University of Guelph 

 
Fall 2009 

 
Dr. Adam Sneyd 

 
 
SEMINARS: WEDNESDAY 2:30-5:20, MacKinnon Room 236 
EMAIL: asneyd@uoguelph.ca 
OFFICE: 536 MacKinnon Building 
OFFICE HOURS: WEDNESDAY 12:30-2:30  
 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
This seminar provides students with a graduate level introduction to the politics of 
development and underdevelopment. It examines diverse theoretical approaches to 
understanding and explaining development or the lack thereof, and aims to enable 
students to apply these approaches to current issues and debates. Following completion of 
the course students should be able to convincingly answer the following questions:  
 

1) What are the strengths and weaknesses associated with the main approaches to 
understanding the politics of development and underdevelopment? 

2) How can these approaches explain the prospects and pitfalls of present 
international and global efforts to reform institutions, policies and practices? 

3) What are the principal political challenges to reforming the United Nations, the 
development assistance framework and the world trading system in ways that 
might facilitate social or economic ‘development’?   

4) How have the key players and topics in the North-South debate changed or 
remained the same over the past decades?  

5) What are the major innovations in development thinking and practice since 1944? 
 
The first part of the course considers approaches to knowing about development and 
underdevelopment that have taken on renewed relevance as market fundamentalism and 
the neoliberal policy prescriptions of the Washington Consensus era have fallen into 
increasing disrepute. After the stock taking session in week seven, students will have an 
opportunity to apply these approaches to several topics that development advocates, 
policymakers, researchers and service deliverers are presently engaging. During the 
second part of the course students will consequently learn about the latest developments 
in several thematic areas, and develop their own ways of thinking about them.  
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TEXTS  
 
 
Many readings have been selected from five key texts. It is strongly recommended that 
students purchase these texts. Required readings marked with an “*” are available at the 
reserve desk in the library. All other required readings are available at the URLs 
specified below. Consult the course instructor if you have difficulties locating any of the 
additional readings. 
 
   
Arturo Escobar (1995). Encountering development: The making and unmaking of the  

Third World. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  
Samuel P. Huntington (2006). Political order in changing societies (New ed.). New  

Haven: Yale University Press.  
Colin Leys (1996). The rise and fall of development theory. Bloomington & Indianapolis:  

Indiana University Press.  
Amartya Sen (1999). Development as freedom. New York: Anchor Books.  
John Toye and Richard Toye (2004). The UN and global political economy: Trade, 

finance and development. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENT 
 
 
1. Class presentations: During the first seminar each student will select two required 
readings from the course. Students will be responsible for introducing (not summarizing) 
these readings to the seminar on the assigned days. These presentations should highlight 
key issues and concepts, articulate various strengths and weaknesses of the reading, and 
raise several questions for further discussion. (10%) 
 
2. Weekly précis/opinion pieces: From week three through week twelve students will 
submit a one-pager at the beginning of the seminar. Each submission will contain a short 
précis of the key issues, concepts or debates discussed in the readings, and an opinion on 
any particular aspect of the readings that week.  (10%) 
 
3. Seminar attendance and participation:  (15%) 
 
4. Review essay: For this assignment students will select one of the five core texts and 
produce a scholarly review essay. Students could consult a guide to structuring review 
essays available at: http://urban.hunter.cuny.edu/~apolsky/REVIEWESSAYF03.htm. The 
paper should be no longer than 3200 words.  
Due date: 21 October     (25%) 
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5. Term paper: Students will be responsible for identifying a theoretical issue, thematic 
area, or debate that they would like to investigate, formulating the question to be 
answered, conducting the research needed to answer the question, and presenting it in 
written form as a research paper. The paper should draw upon at least two of the core 
texts and other material from the course. The paper will require additional, non-course 
research and be no longer than 6000 words, excluding the bibliography.  
Due date: 10 December     (40%)  
 
 

LATE PENALTY 
 

 
Late submissions will be penalized at a rate of three (3) percent of the grade for that 
assignment per day, including weekends and holidays.  
 
 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 
 
Students are advised that transgressions relating to plagiarism, misrepresentation of 
personal performance and/or damage to the integrity of scholarly exchanges will be 
strictly enforced according to the rules of the university. According to the general 
regulations governing Academic Misconduct in the Graduate Calendar, plagiarism 
involves:  
 
  …the…expression of ideas or other work of others as one’s 
  own. It includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of  
  someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless 
  of the source, and representing these as one’s own thinking 
  by not acknowledging the appropriate source or by the failure 
  to use appropriate quotation marks.  
 
If you are uncertain about whether or how to reference the work of others please speak 
with the course instructor and/or consult the University’s policy on academic misconduct, 
which can be found at the following link: 
http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/sec_d0e1025.shtml. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 

 
WEEK ONE: Introduction (16 September)  
Introduction to the course, review of requirements, expectations and assessment 
 

PART ONE: POLITICAL/THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES 
 
WEEK TWO: The United Nations and the politics of economic development (23 
September)  
 
Required readings 
Toye & Toye, Introduction, pp. 1-16; The UN trade and development debates of the 
1940s, pp.17-44; The UN recruits economists, pp. 45-62; From full employment to 
economic development, pp. 87-109. 
 
WEEK THREE: Modernization approaches: Yesterday and today  (30 September) 
 
Required readings 
Fukuyama, Forward to Huntington (2006). 
Huntington, Chapter 1.  
*W.W. Rostow (1960). The five stages of economic growth – a summary. In The stages 
of economic growth: A non-communist manifesto. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, pp. 4-16. 
*Jeffrey D. Sachs (2005). Clinical economics. In The End of poverty: Economic 
possibilities for our time. New York: Penguin Books, pp. 74-89.  
Toye & Toye, Competitive coexistence and the politics of modernization, pp. 163-183.  
 
Additional readings 
Vicky Randall and Robin Theobald (1998). Towards a politics of modernization and 
development. In Political change and underdevelopment: A critical introduction to Third 
World politics (2nd ed.). Durham: Duke University Press, pp.17-44.  
Leys, Samuel Huntington & the end of classical modernization theory, pp. 64-79. 
 
WEEK FOUR: Structuralism, dependency and critical political economy (7 October) 
 
Required readings 
*Andre Gunder Frank (1966). The development of underdevelopment. In Robert L. 
Rhodes (ed.) (1970). Imperialism and underdevelopment: A reader. New York: Monthly 
Review Press, pp. 4-17.  
*Jorge Larrain (1989). Dependence, unequal exchange and underdevelopment. In 
Theories of development: Capitalism, colonialism, and dependency. Cambridge: Polity 
Press, pp. 111-145. 
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Leys, Underdevelopment & dependency: Critical notes, pp. 45-63; Learning from the 
Kenya debate, pp. 143-163. 
Toye & Toye, one of: The early terms-of-trade controversy, pp. 110-136; The birth of 
UNCTAD, pp. 184-205. 
 
Additional readings 
Ankie Hoogvelt (2001). Neocolonialism, modernization and dependency. In 
Globalization and the postcolonial world (2nd ed.). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, pp. 29-42. 
Jomo K.S. (2005). Introduction. In The great divergence: Hegemony, uneven 
development, and global inequality. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-24. 
Ngugi wa Thiong’o (1964). Weep not, child. London: Heinemann. 
 
WEEK FIVE: Human development/development as freedom (14 October) 
 
Required readings 
*Mahbub ul Haq (1995). Reflections on Human Development, New York; Oxford 
University Press, pp. 1-45. 
Sen, Introduction, pp. 3-11; The perspective of freedom, pp. 13-34; The ends and the 
means of development, pp. 35-53; Poverty as capability deprivation, pp. 87-110.  
 
Additional reading 
UNDP (2009, forthcoming). Human development report 2009: Overcoming barriers: 
Human mobility and development, executive summary. Available: http://hdr.undp.org. 
 
WEEK SIX: Post-development/Anti-development (21 October) 
 
Required readings 
Escobar, Introduction, pp. 3-20; Conclusion, pp. 212-226 and one of: Economics and the 
space of development, pp. 55-101; Power and visibility: Tales of peasants, women and 
the environment, pp. 154-211.  
*Vincent Tucker (1999). The myth of development: A critique of a Eurocentric 
discourse. In Ronaldo Munck and Denis O’Hearn (1999) Critical development theory: 
Contributions to a new paradigm. London: Zed Books, pp. 1-26. 
  
WEEK SEVEN: taking stock: development theory, thinking & practice (28 October) 
 
Required readings 
*Louis Emmerij (2007). Turning points in development thinking and practice. In George 
Mavrotas and Anthony Shorrocks (eds.) Advancing development: Core themes in global 
economics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 37-49.  
Leys, The rise and fall of development theory, pp. 3-44. 
*Jan Nederveen Pieterse (2000). Trends in development theory. In Ronen Palan (ed.) 
Global political economy: Contemporary theories, London: Routledge, pp. 197-214. 
*Erik Thorbecke (2007). The evolution of the development doctrine, 1950-2005. In 
Mavrotas and Shorrocks (eds.), pp. 3-36. 
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Additional readings 
Paulo Friere (1970). Chapter 1. In Pedagogy of the oppressed (30th Anniversary ed.). 
New York: Continuum, pp. 43-70. 
Edward W. Said (1993). Challenging orthodoxy and authority. In Culture and 
imperialism. New York: Vintage Books, pp. 303-325. 
*Howard J. Wiarda (1988). Toward a nonethnocentric theory of development: 
Alternative conceptions from the third world. In Charles K. Wilber (ed.) The political 
economy of development and underdevelopment (4th ed.). Toronto: Random House, pp. 
59-82.  
 

PART TWO: APPLYING PERSPECTIVES ON DEVELOPMENT 
 

WEEK EIGHT: Reforming the UN, the Bank and the Fund (4 November) 
 
Required readings 
United Nations (2006). Investing in the United Nations: For a stronger organization 
world-wide: Report of the Secretary-General. Available: 
http://www.un.org/reform/investinginun/investing-in-un.shtml. 
Toye & Toye, pp. 276-287. 
*Ngaire Woods (2006). Reforming the IMF and World Bank. In The globalizers: The 
IMF, the World Bank and their borrowers. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, pp. 179-213. 
 
Additional readings 
Jo Marie Griesgraber (2009). Reforms for major new roles of the IMF? The IMF post-
G20 summit. Global Governance, 15 (2), pp. 179-187. 
Joseph E. Stiglitz (2006). Reforming the global reserve system. Making globalization 
work. New York: W.W. Norton, pp. 245-268. 
 
WEEK NINE: Development assistance and aid effectiveness (11 November) 
 
Required readings 
*William Easterly (2006). The future of Western assistance. In The white man’s burden: 
Why the West’s efforts to aid the rest have done so much ill and so little good. New York: 
The Penguin Press, pp. 367-384.  
OECD (2005). Paris declaration on aid effectiveness. Full text available:  
http://www.oecd.org/document/18/0,3343,en_2649_3236398_35401554_1_1_1_1,00.html. 
OECD (2008). Accra Agenda for Action. Full text available. 
http://www.oecd.org/document/18/0,3343,en_2649_3236398_35401554_1_1_1_1,00.html. 
 
Additional readings 
Alejandro Bendaña (2006). NGOs and social movements: A North/South divide? (Civil 
Society and Social Movements Programme Paper No. 22). Geneva: UNRISD. 
Norman Girvan (2007). Power imbalances and development knowledge. Ottawa: The 
North-South Institute. Available: http://www.nsi-ins.ca/english/research/progress/41.asp. 
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WEEK TEN: Trade and trade policies for development (18 November) 
 
Required readings 
*Ha-Joon Chang (2008). Bad Samaritans: The myth of free trade and the secret history of 
capitalism. New York: Bloomsbury Press, 40-83. 
*Dani Rodrik (2007). The global governance of trade as if development really mattered. 
In One economics, many recipes: Globalization, institutions and economic growth. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 213-236.  
Toye & Toye, pp. 287-298. 
*Robert H. Wade (2003). Creating Capitalisms: Introduction to the 2003 edition. In 
Governing the market: Economic theory and the role of government in East Asian 
industrialization. Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. xiii-liv. 
 
Additional readings 
John Kenneth Galbraith (1987). The merchants and the state. In Economics in 
perspective: A critical history. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, pp. 31-45. 
Erik S. Reinert & Sophus A. Reinert (2005). Mercantilism and economic development: 
Schumpeterian dynamics, institution-building and international benchmarking. In Jomo 
K.S. and Erik S. Reinert (eds.) The origins of development economics: How schools of 
thought have addressed development. London: Zed Books, pp. 1-23.  
UNCTAD (2003). Economic development in Africa: Trade performance and commodity 
dependence. Available: www.unctad.org/Templates/WebFlyer.asp?intItemID=2867&lang=1 
 
WEEK ELEVEN: Gender and sustainable development (25 November) 
 
Required readings 
UNDP (2008). Empowered and equal: Gender equality strategy 2008-2011, pp. 1-49. 
Available: http://www.undp.org/women.  
UNEP (2009, forthcoming). Rethinking the economic recovery: A global green new deal. 
Executive Summary and Conclusions. Available: 
http://www.unep.org/publications/search/pub_details_s.asp?ID=4029.  
UNEP and UNCTAD (2008). Organic agriculture and food security in Africa. UNEP-
UNCTAD Capacity-building task force on trade, environment and development. 
Available: http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/ditcted200715_en.pdf.  
 
Additional readings 
Marilyn Waring (1996). Hu(man) rights. In Three masquerades: Essays on equality, work 
and human rights. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, pp. 102-163. 
Alfred W. Crosby (1986). Prologue and Conclusion. In Ecological imperialism: The 
biological expansion of Europe, 900-1900 (Canto ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 1-7; 294-308.  
 
WEEK TWELVE: Culture, corruption and corporate social responsibility (2 
December) 
 
Required readings 
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*Goran Hyden (2006). The economy of affection. In African politics in comparative 
perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 72-93.  
*Mushtaq Hussein Khan (2006). Corruption and governance. In Jomo K.S. and Ben Fine 
(eds.) The new development economics: After the Washington Consensus. London: Zed 
Books, pp. 200-221. 
Peter Newell & Jedrzej George Frynas (2007). Beyond CSR? Business, poverty and 
social justice: an introduction. Third World Quarterly, 28 (4), pp. 669-681.  
 
Additional readings 
Graeme Auld, Steven Bernstein, & Ben Cashore (2008). The new corporate social 
responsibility. Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 33, pp. 413-435. 
Michael Blowfield (2007). Reasons to be cheerful? What we know about CSR’s impact. 
Third World Quarterly, 28 (4), pp. 683-695. 
Brian Titley (1997). Papa Bok. In Dark age: The political odyssey of Emperor Bokassa. 
Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, pp. 33-50. 
Transparency International (2009, forthcoming). Global corruption report 2009: 
Corruption in the private sector. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Available:  
http://www.transparency.org/publications/gcr. 
 


