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INTD 497-001: Research Seminar International Development Studies: 
Race, Ethnicity and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (CRN3349) 

McGill University; Fall 2009 
 
Instructor: Mónica Treviño 
Seminar meetings: Mondays, 4.05pm to 6:55 pm. Room TBA 
Email: On WebCT 
Office Hours and location: TBA 
 

The purpose of this course is to incorporate the dimension of culture and identity into 
our understanding of “development” in Latin America and the Caribbean. How do ideas 
and practices about race and ethnicity affect actors' ability to benefit from and participate in 
their societies' development? How do these ideas and practices affect how development is 
defined and by whom? By examining the issues of race, racial identity construction and 
race relations in Latin America and the Caribbean, this course aims to provide a wide 
spectrum of the types of issues and conflicts involved in determining how different groups 
experience and/or effect development in this region.  

This course will undertake a comparative study of race relations in this region from a 
variety of disciplinary perspectives, surveying in particular people of African, Native and 
European descent, with the purpose of understanding how race is lived and experienced in 
Latin America and the Caribbean today and how race shapes power and inequality in the 
region. In addition, we will tackle the thorny ethical and methodological issues involved in 
cross-cultural and cross-racial research. 

This course is designed for upper-level undergraduate students in International 
Development. Because this is a seminar, there will be no lectures. Students are expected to 
have read all the materials before the start of each class, and to be prepared to engage in 
thoughtful discussion about the issues raised by each topic and each reading. A preliminary 
list of discussion questions for each session will be available on WebCT. 
 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the 
content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 
 
Course Requirements and Grade Allocation: 
• One preliminary research paper proposal, worth 10% of the final grade, to be 

submitted at the start of class on Monday, Sep. 28 
• One research paper proposal, worth 20% of the final grade, to be submitted at the 

start of class on Monday, Oct. 19 
• One detailed research paper outline, worth 20% of the final grade, to be submitted at 

the start of class on Monday, Nov. 9. 
• One 20-page research paper, worth 25% of the final grade, to be submitted at he start 

of class on Thursday, Dec. 3. 
• One in-class presentation of your research paper, worth 10% of the final grade. 
• Participation in seminar discussions, worth 15% of the final grade. As a seminar-

based course, the regular and active participation of the students is paramount. 
Specific guidelines on each assignment will be available on WebCT and discussed in class.  
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Late submission policy: 
Assignments are due in class on the due date. Late submissions will not be accepted. 
Email submissions or submissions “under the door” will not be accepted for any 
assignment. Extensions for any assignment will not normally be granted, and will be 
considered only in the most exceptional of circumstances. The privilege of additional 
work will not be granted. 
 
WebCT 
WebCT will be an integral component of and resource for this course, so make sure you 
know how to use it, and check the course page regularly. In addition, WebCT 
communication tools will also be used to contact me or to contact fellow students. 
 
Special Needs 
If you have any special needs regarding lectures, assignments, and/or testing, please contact 
me and the Office for Students with Disabilities (www.mcgill.ca/osd; Room 3100 Brown 
Student Services Building, 3600 McTavish, phone: 514-398-6009) as soon as possible.  
 
Academic Integrity 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for 
more information). 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l'honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 
conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 
autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 
actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 
plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/integrity ). 

 
How to succeed in this course 

This course is intended to provide the students with specific subject matter 
knowledge about race, ethnicity and development in Latin America, both about the 
concepts and analytical tools we use to understand these topics, and about the empirical 
situation in selected cases. This will primarily be achieved through actively reading the 
assigned material and through discussion in the seminars. Students will therefore have to do 
all the assigned readings and, importantly, reflect upon them and engage in critical 
discussions in class. 

The other component of this course will be the creation of a research essay, and all 
the assignments are designed and scheduled to lead the students through the necessary 
processes for the production of a high quality interdisciplinary research essay. In order to 
make the most of this process, students will need to carefully read and follow the 
instructions for each assignment, seeking clarification and advice from the instructor as 
frequently as necessary. Detailed feedback will be provided for each assignment, which is 
intended to assist the students in the next step; it is therefore very important for the students 
to read all comments provided, reflect upon them and seek clarification and further advice 
as necessary. 
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Seminar Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
Extensive readings are drawn from the following book, which will be available for 
purchase from McGill Bookstore. 
 

Howard Winant (2001); The World is a Ghetto. Race and Democracy since World War 
II, New York: Basic Books 

 
A course pack of all other readings will also be available at the Bookstore. Items marked 
with an asterisk (*) will be available electronically through WebCT links. 
 
I. Defining Race and Ethnicity 
 
Seminar 1: Introduction: Race, ethnicity, nationalism (Sep.14) 
General introduction: What will the course cover? How will seminars be conducted? What 
is expected of students? What do students expect? How will work be assessed? 
Brief introduction to the context of race and ethnicity in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
What is race, and why is it important to take it into consideration when studying developing 
societies? For this week’s seminar, we will on the various forms of constructions of race 
and nation and on their impact on people’s ability to access and exercise their citizenship 
rights. 
Readings 

The World is a Ghetto; pp. 19-129; 133-146 
Omi, M and H. Winant (1994); “Racial Formation in the United States” in M. Bulmer 

and J. Solomos, (eds.), (1999) Racism; Oxford and New York: Oxford University 
Press, pp. 288-300  

Eriksen, T.H. (1993); “Ethnicity, Race, Class and Nation” in J. Hutchinson and A.D. 
Smith, (eds.), (1996) Ethnicity; Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 
28-31 

Marger, M. N. (2000); “Introduction: Some Basic Concepts”, in Race and Ethnic 
Relations. American and Global Perspectives. Fifth Edition; Belmont, CA: 
Wadsworth; pp. 5-35 

 
Seminar 2: Culture and racial politics (Sep. 21) 
How do race and culture affect politics? In what ways have states directly addressed race 
and ethnicity? How, if at all, do these concepts intersect with the notion of “development”? 
What are the possible concrete practical effects of this intersection? 
Readings 

*Brubaker, R. (1992); “Citizenship as Social Closure”, in Citizenship and Nationhood in 
France and Germany; Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press; pp. 21-34 

Marx, A. (1998); Making Race and Nation; Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 
University Press; pp. 267-278  

Hanchard, M. (1994); “Racial Democracy: Hegemony, Brazilian Style”; in Orpheus and 
Power: The Movimento Negro Unificado of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
1945-1988; Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press; pp. 43-74(cont. on next page) 
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McNeish, J.-A. (2005); “Overview: Indigenous Peoples’ Perspectives on Poverty and 
Development”, in R. Eversole, J.A. McNeish and A.D. Cimadamore, eds.; Indigenous 
Peoples and Poverty: An International Perspective; London and New York: Zed 
Books; pp. 229-238 

 
Seminar 3: Researching Race across Races and Borders (Sep. 28) 

 
***NOTE: Preliminary Research Paper Proposal Due in Class Today, Sep. 28*** 

 
Can “we” research “them” in a non-racialized manner? How does our research 
methodology address racial/ethnic difference? This week’s seminar will look at the 
relationship between researcher and research-subject (object?) in cross-racial settings. 
Readings 

Tuhiwai Smith, L. (1999); Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous 
Peoples; London, New York and Dunedin: Zed Books and University of Otago Press; 
Chapter 3; pp. 58-77 

Gunaratnam, Y. (2003); Researching ‘Race’ and Ethnicity. Methods, Knowledge and 
Power; London and New Delhi: Sage Publications; Chapter 4, pp. 79-105  

Young, A. A. Jr. (2004); “Experiences in Ethnographic Interviewing about Race: The 
Inside and Outside of It”, in M. Bulmer and J. Solomos, (eds.), Researching Race and 
Racism; London and New York: Rutledge, pp. 187-202 (Continued on next page) 

St. Louis, B. (2005); “Racialization in the ‘Zone of Ambiguity’,” in K. Murji and J. 
Solomos, (eds.), Racialization: Studies in Theory and Practice; Oxford: Oxford 
University Press; pp. 29-50 

 
II. “Races” and their “places”: Belonging, inclusion and marginalization 
Seminar 4: Race in Latin America and the Caribbean: general issues (Oct. 5) 
What do Latin America and the Caribbean have to teach us about racial/ethnic 
construction? This week’s seminar will look at the different ways in which Afro-
descendents and indigenous peoples have been included/excluded in the construction of 
national identities in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Readings 

Yelvington, K. (2001); “Patterns of ‘Race’, Ethnicity, Class and Nationalism”, in R.S. 
Hillman (ed.) Understanding Contemporary Latin America; Boulder: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers, pp. 209-236  

*Weismantel, M. and S.F. Eisenman (1998); “Race in the Andes: Global Movements 
and Popular Ontologies”, in Bulletin of Latin American Research, 17: 2, pp. 121-142.  

Torres, A. and N.E. Whitten, Jr. (1998) “To Forge the Future in the Fires of the Past: An 
Interpretive Essay on Racism, Domination, Resistance and Liberation”, in A. Torres 
and N.E. Whitten Jr, (eds.); Blackness in Latin America and the Caribbean: Social 
Dynamics and Cultural Transformations, Volume One; Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, pp. 3-33 

*De la Cadena, M. (1998); “Silent Racism and Intellectual Superiority in Peru”, in 
Bulletin of Latin American Research, 17: 2, pp. 143-164 

 
***NOTE: No class on Monday, Oct. 12: Thanksgiving Day *** 
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Seminar 5: Mestizaje and its critics (Oct. 19) 
 

***NOTE: Research Paper Proposal Due in Class Today Oct. 19*** 
 
This week’s seminar will deal with the idea of “mestizaje”, the founding myth of most 
Latin American nations. How is this different from a “colour-line”? How does it affect 
indigenous identity expression? 
Readings 

*Martínez-Echazábal, L. (1998); “Mestizaje and the Discourse of National/Cultural 
Identity in Latin America, 1845-1959” in Latin American Perspectives; Issue vol. 
100, 25: 3, pp. 21-42. 

*Hale, C.R. (1999); “Travel Warning: Elite Appropriations of Hybridity, Mestizaje, 
Antiracism, Equality, and Other Progressive-Sounding Discourses in Highland 
Guatemala” in Journal of American Folklore, 112: 445, pp. 297-315 

Saldaña-Portillo, J. (2001); “Who’s the Indian in Aztlán? Re-Writing Mestizaje, 
Indianism, and Chicanismo from the Lacandón”, in I. Rodríguez, (ed.), The Latin 
American Subaltern Studies Reader; Durham, NC: Duke University Press, pp. 402-
423. (continued on next page) 

Dulitzky, A.E. (2005); “A Region in Denial: Racial Discrimination and Racism in Latin 
America”, in A. Dzidzienyo and S. Oboler, (eds.), Neither Enemies nor Friends: 
Latinos, Blacks, Afro-Latinos; New York: Palgrave Macmillan; pp. 39-60 

 
Seminar 6: Blackness in the Caribbean 1 (Oct. 26) 
The presence of people of African descent -as opposed to indigenous peoples- especially in 
the non-Latin Caribbean poses different challenges for identity formation. This week’s 
seminar will consider the different ways in which these populations have been 
included/excluded, and the different responses of societies colonised by different powers. 
Readings 

Trouillot, M.-R. (1994); “Culture, Color, and Politics in Haiti”, in S. Gregory and R. 
Sanjek, (eds.), Race; New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, pp. 146-174. 

*De la Fuente, A. (1998); “Race, National Discourse, and Politics in Cuba: An 
Overview”, in Latin American Perspectives, Issue 100, vol. 25: 3, pp. 43-69. 

Warner, K. Q. (1993); “Ethnicity and the Contemporary Calypso”, in K.A. Yelvington, 
(ed.), Trinidad Ethnicity; Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, pp. 275-291.  

*Medina, L. K. (1997); “Defining Difference, Forging Unity: The Co-construction of 
Race, Ethnicity and Nation in Belize”, in Ethnic and Racial Studies, 20: 4: 757-780. 

 
Seminar 7: Blackness in the Caribbean 2 (Nov. 2) 
The presence of people of African descent alongside indigenous peoples in the Latin 
Caribbean poses different challenges for identity formation. This week’s seminar will 
consider the different ways in which these populations have been included/excluded. 
Readings 

*Godreau, I. P. (2002); “Changing Space, Making Race: Distance, Nostalgia, and the 
Folklorization of Blackness in Puerto Rico”, in Identities: Global Studies in Culture 
and Power, no. 9, pp. 281-304. 

*Arocha, J. (1998); “Inclusion of Afro-Colombians: Unreachable National Goal?” in 
Latin American Perspectives; Issue 100, vol. 25: 3, pp. 70-89 (cont. on next page) 
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*Sharman, R. L. (2001); “The Caribbean Carretera: Race, Space and Social Liminality 
in Costa Rica”; in Bulletin of Latin American Research; 20: 1, pp. 46-62 

 
Seminar 8: Blackness in Brazil (Nov. 9) 
 

***NOTE: Research Paper Outline due in class today November 9*** 
 
Brazil has historically been associated with the idea of a “racial democracy”. This week’s 
seminar will focus on what this represents and how it has affected the inclusion/exclusion 
of Afro-Brazilians. 
Readings 

The World is a Ghetto, pp. 219-248 (continued on next page) 
Sansone, L. (2003); Blackness Without Ethnicity: Constructing Race in Brazil; New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 21-58 (chapter one) 
*Andrews, G.R. (1992); “Black Political Protest in São Paulo, 1888-1988”, in Journal of 

Latin American Studies, vol. 24: 147-171 
Degler, C. (1971); Neither White nor Black: Slavery and Race Relations in Brazil and 

the United States; Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press; pp. 223-232  
Widdance Twine, F. (1998); “Strategic Responses to racism: Preserving White 

Supremacy”, in Racism in a Racial Democracy: The Maintenance of White 
Supremacy in Brazil; New Brunswick, N.J. and London: Rutgers University Press; 
pp. 135-153 

 
Seminar 9: International Dimensions of Race (Nov. 16) 
Beyond national boundaries, how does the global order deal with racial/ethnic difference? 
What views inform our approach to the concept and practice of development in Latin 
America and the Caribbean? This week’s seminar will look into whether the world order is 
a “racial” order. 
Readings 

The World is a Ghetto; pp. 289-316 
Lauren, P. G. (1988); “Making a New Beginning”, in Power and Prejudice: The Politics 

and Diplomacy of Racial Discrimination; Boulder: Westview, pp. 166-196 
Bhattacharyya, G. et al. (2002); “New Forms of Racialisation in the Global Economy”, 

in Race and Power: Global Racism in the 21st Century; London and New York: 
Routledge; pp. 28-59 

*Nevins, J. (2001); “Searching for Security: Boundary and Immigration Enforcement in 
an Age of Intensifying Globalization”, in Social Justice, 28: 2, pp. 132-148  

 
Seminars 10 (Nov. 23), 11 (Nov. 30) and 12 (Dec. 3) will be reserved for student 
presentations of their research in progress.  

***NOTE: Seminar 13 will take place on Thursday, Dec. 3rd *** 
***NOTE: Research paper due in class on Thursday, Dec. 3rd *** 

 


