
INTD 497, Section 3 
Topic: Religion & Development 

Seminar facilitator: Nathan Loewen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an interdisciplinary research seminar a topic of common interest to staff and students of the 
International Development Studies programs.  In general, this seminar provides an opportunity for you to 
obtain some cumulative syntheses that reach across your IDS program.  Each of you will be asked to bring to 
the seminar your agenda for learning, previous experiences, and current knowledge.  Because we are in this 
together, you are also required to apply your creativity and interest to every other person’s contributions.  The 
course evaluations are meant to reflect this. 
 
The issues normally associated with development are also those in which the world’s various religions take an 
active role: natural disasters, literacy, health, social order, social change, human rights, justice, peacebuilding, 
prosecuting war and.  Religious understandings are often substantially involved in deliberations about how to 
respond to these issues.  This seminar will focus on nature of this involvement and its effects: historically, 
currently, and into the projected future. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

1) What are the better ways of construing “religion” and “development”? 
2) What does religion have to do with development? 
3) How are historical and material factors pertinent to understanding their relation? 
4) In what ways do faith communities interact with development actors? 
5) What is the future of this relationship? 

 
Mark distribution: 

1) Team session           25 %  
Assignment:       Notes:                  Value: 

i. Create a team during Week 2 
ii. Set date by Week 3’s class 

iii. Set topic by Week 4’s class 
2) Dispatches 

Posted prior to the classes of weeks 2, 3, 4, & two amid weeks 5 & 12   15% 
3) Small-group presentation  

Week 2           10 % 
4) WebCT Discussion-thread-driven contributions 

a. Posting on the first impressions of the seminar topic.    
       Thread closes class of Week 1 5 % 
b. IDS bibliography/database    Thread closes class of Week 2 5 % 
c. Personal paper proposal & preliminary findings Posted by class of Week 9  10 % 

5) 
             
Please note: Students with marks of D, F, or J cannot complete additional work to upgrade their mark. 

Project/Personal statement/Research/ paper  Posted by 5 PM December 2nd  30 %  

 

Wednesdays from 16h05-18h55     Room: Burnside 708 
Instructor: Nathan R.B. Loewen     Email: nathan.loewen@mcgill.ca 
Office Hours: TBA  
E-mail policy: 24-hour response window during the workweek. After 4 PM on Friday = 9AM Monday. 
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Required reading: 

1. Multiple copies of class session-specific readings will be made available at the McLennan Library 
reserve desk.  Other readings, accessible through the McGill Library system, will be accessible online.  If 
there is sufficient interest, then a coursepack will be compiled. 

2. Rist, Gilbert. The History of Development. 3rd edition, New York: Zed Books, 2008. 
3. Deneulin, Séverine and Masooda Bano. Religion in Development: Rewriting the Secular Script. New 

York: Zed Books, 2009. 
4. Lederach, Paul. The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul of Peacebuilding. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2005. 
Accessible online through McGill Library: 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/oso/public/content/religion/9780195174540/toc.html 

 
Please note: Lederach claims that his book is about peacebuilding, which itself is a key element of 
development work that often intersects with religious actors.  However, the book is just as much about finding 
creative solutions to seemingly intractable problems, which characterizes many aspects related to 
international development.  Perhaps there is an “art and soul” of international development?  According to 
the class session schedule, you are expected to have read the assigned section of this book and reflected on 
an assigned discussion question.  Part of the class session on those dates will discuss the reading and the 
question. 
 
Supplementary readings (book titles are on the reserve shelf): 

• Birmingham University’s Research Programme Consortium on Religion and Development: 
http://www.rad.bham.ac.uk/index.php?section=1 – This is the only graduate program I know of that is 
focused specifically on our topic.  It contains an extensive collection of working papers and resources. 

• Clarke, Gerard and Michael Jennings, eds. (2008) Development, Civil Society and Faith-Based 
Organizations. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. -  This volume provides some starting points for possible 
presentations and projects. 

• Paranjape, Makarand, ed. (2005) Dharma and Development: the Future of Survival. New Delhi: Samvad 
India Foundation. – Though less theoretically rich than Clarke and Jennings, the entries in Makarand’s 
volume provides points of entry towards researching the work of faith-based organizations. 

 
Evaluation: 
1. Team session: 
Everyone in this course will have the opportunity to facilitate a class session on a topic that is a function of 
some conjuncture between development and religion.  This assignment is intended to provide you with the 
opportunity to work in small teams on the significance and impact of religion on an international 
development-related issue.  Your teams will formulate the issue, assemble the relevant information and data, 
and gather extant analyses of the issue. Each member should formulate an understanding of the issue.  
Individual members need not agree on what conclusions evolve from the study.  However, each contributor is 
expected to have full understanding of all aspects of the research process. 

a. All teams need to have decided upon the date of their session in the third week of classes.  That is, 
presentation dates need to be finalized before the close of the third class session. 

b. Teams of students will each be organizing one class sessions possibly starting as early as the sixth class 
session. 

c. The topic for your session must be finalized with me by Week Four’s class session. 
d. Please give your imagination free reign in structuring these sessions. Feel free to invite resource 

people, if appropriate. Each class session should have the following: 
i. A unifying theme. 
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ii. The presentation of research must draw upon and integrate the terms and categories outline in 

the course material in order specifically elaborate upon the course objectives. 
iii. Prior associated preparation/readings required for class members; copies must be distributed 

to the class no later than the class session prior to your session’s date. 
iv. The session must include a class participation element and/or small-group activities of no less 

than 1 hour duration. 
 f.  All team members will receive the same mark determined in the evaluation of the presentation. 

 
2. Dispatches. 

a. You are required to write five (5) short entries (450 word maximum) on a topic, issue, reading or theme 
directly relevant to that given week’s class session.  These entries should express how your 
understanding has developed and, as a result, what questions have arisen. 

b. These entries will be made on the appropriate WebCT ‘Dispatches’ thread.  These entries are NOT 
visible to any other student than you. (If you can see other students’ ‘Dispatches’ entries, please advise 
the professor.) Or, some other piece of work, estimated to be equivalent.  Each commentary/response 
will correspond to a specific class session’s content.  You must post three dispatches prior to the 
classes of weeks 2, 3, and 4.  You also must post two further dispatches sometime amid weeks 5 and 
12. 

c. Each commentary/response is worth 3 % of the final course evaluation. 
d. While academic expression is often rather restrictive in terms of grammar, format, presentation, 

terminology, and so on, scholarly expression can take a wider variety of forms.  These assignments 
provide room for that expression.  Three academic expectations do remain: 

i. You must identify the work with your name, course title and number, professor’s name and the 
date of submission. 

ii. You must clearly specify the topic, issue, reading or theme in question. 
iii. You must take responsibility for your work.  This might include some reasonable argumentation, 

a citation of another’s work, or a reference to a resource. 
 
3. Small-group presentation. 

a. The class will make up four-person groups.  Each group will choose from among the following religions: 
Sikhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Roman Catholic Christianity, Protestant Christianity (n.b. 
indigenous African and South American religions are not listed, but could be an option). 

b. Each group will create a 5-minute presentation of their research inquiry into that religion’s 
understandings of poverty and wealth.  The presentations should also explain that religion’s 
conceptions of wellbeing and the traditional social order. 

 
4. WebCT Discussion-thread-driven contributions - There are several elements of the course that are driven, as 
it were, by WebCT discussion threads.  You will find discussion threads on WebCT whose titles correspond to 
those listed on the “mark distribution” chart.  Each thread will be open as of the first day of class.  Each thread 
will be closed, or ‘locked’, on the date indicated on the evaluation chart. 

a. Everyone will post their first impressions of our topic: “In my experience (studies, internships, personal, 
work), there is a connection between religion and development. ”  The posting should do the following: 
i. Explain the religion-development connection. 
ii. Define what counts as ‘religion’ and ‘development’ in that case. 
* Please note: We will be discussing these entries during the course of the Week 1 class session. 

b. IDS bibliography/database: Five postings are required.  Each will give an Chicago-style citation of a 
worthwhile reading that you have encountered in the course of your studies. Examples of readings 
would be a book, a chapter from an edited volume, a journal article, etc.   Your citations will also 
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include a short annotation which concisely states the key themes relevant to its ‘worthiness’, and a 
short statement of why you chose that reading. 
* Please note:  Bring one of your five postings to class for the Week 2 class session. 

c. Personal paper proposal & preliminary findings:  Everyone should have their proposals posted as soon 
as possible, but no later than the end of Week 9.  

i. Your preliminary findings should be of sufficient length to outline your topic, questions, and 
proposed means of inquiry. 

ii. The proposal should include at least five bibliographical references. 
iii. Everyone is encouraged to use this thread to make suggestions,  - in the spirit of enabling each 

other's learning - to your colleagues on their proposals and initial findings. 
 
5. Project/Personal statement/Research/ paper: 

a. This aspect of the seminar should provide the opportunity to create syntheses from your learning, 
previous experiences, and current knowledge.  Therefore, projects that diverge from the customary 
academic product are encouraged

b. The suggested length is 15-25 pages (excluding tables, figures and sources).  If the project is created by 
a team of two (2, maximum), the suggested length increases to 25-30 pages. 

 and will be judged by standards deemed appropriate to their genre.  
In order that these standards be established collaboratively, rather than solely by the professor, please 
be sure to seek out consultation on your plans. 

c. Projects should be selective in use of material and be discriminating in terms of editing.  Excellent 
organization establishes logical development of arguments and selection of most relevant materials. 

d. The presentation of research must draw upon and integrate the terms and categories outline in the 
course material in order specifically elaborate upon the course objectives. 

e. Paper topics should be well-defined.  The topic should involve, for example, one or a combination of 
the following: a problem, event, policy, or institution.  Where possible, indicate changes or 
transformations of approach to the topic as your study develops. 

f. Please note that depth in terms of creative contributions or interpretations is as important as the 
scope of research and information.  This balance may arrive by such means as novel argumentation, 
calculations not made by others, assembly of overlooked data in support of an argument, questioning 
received knowledge and authorities, or, discovery of newly-forming current events or responses.  A 
well-balanced combination of these elements will likely produce the most satisfying results. 

g. Higher marks will be reserved for papers that could be submitted to an undergraduate students' 
journal.  That is, the imagined audience will be a discriminating editor looking for publishable work. 

h. This assignment is due by 5 PM on December ????, 2009.  Your assignments will “submitted” by your 
posting them on WebCT so that you can view and benefit from each other’s work.  Therefore, please 
ensure that the file format of your final submission is either .docx or .pdf.  Other file formats will be 
allowed only upon consultation.   

i. Academic integrity:  Please utilize a thorough and consistent citation style which gives complete notes, 
including page references, and a full list of references.  The depth of creativity and  interpretation as 
well as scope of research and information cannot be established with certainty without proper 
recognition of sources. 

 
Expectations and guidelines: 
Academic integrity
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and 
Disciplinary Procedures (see 

:  

www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information). 
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L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l'honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent à tous 
les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi 
que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des 
procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 
www.mcgill.ca/integrity). 
 
Required reading

 

: A course pack of readings will be available at the McGill Bookstore.  Other readings are 
accessible through WebCT or online. 

Notes
  

: Generally speaking, notes will not be posted on WebCT. 

Attendance
 

: Only students are responsible for catching up on classes, handouts, and due assignments. 

Late attendance policy
 

: Late arrivals may be asked to leave that class session. 

Prolonged absence

 

: If something happens that causes or may cause for more than one session’s absence, then 
please contact me as soon as possible. 

Cell phones, computers, and pagers

 

:  Disruptive activity due to such devices may merit being asked to leave 
the class. 

Late submissions

 

: Late assignments lose 5 % of their mark per day.  “Late” includes arriving late for class on 
the due date.  A missed presentation merits no marks. 

Backup copies
 

: A backup copy should be created for all submitted assignments. 

Proposed class session schedule
 

: 

Introductory session: September 2 Notes: 
     Topic:  Finding ‘religion’ in IDS. 
Textbook: 
Masooda and Bano, 11-26 and 28-48 
 
Week 1 : September 3-9  Notes:  “Religion” thread closed. 

Topic: Theorizing religion. 
 
Textbooks: 
Deneulin & Bano, 57-64 
Rist, 11-24 
 
Kurtz, Lester R. “Religious Life in the Global Village,” In Gods in the Global Village: the World’s Religious in 
Sociological Perspective, by Lester R. Kurtz, 1-40. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press, 2007. 
 
Swenson, Donald. "Definitions of Religion." In Society, Spirituality and the Sacred: a Social Scientific 
Introduction, by Donald Swenson, 66-7. Peterborough, ON: Broadview Press, Ltd., 1999. 
 
Week 2 : September 10-16  Notes:  IDS bibliography thread closed. 
       Dispatch 1 
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     Topic:  Presentations on religious ‘development’ paradigms 
 
Sherman, Amy L. “Locating the Argument,” In The Soul of Development, by Amy Sherman, 21-37.  New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Verhelst, Thierry and Wendy Tyndale.  “Cultures, Spirituality and Development,” Development and Culture. 
Ed., Deborah Eade, 1-23. London: Oxfam Great Britain, 2002. 
 
Sherman, Amy L. “Worldview and Socioeconomic Development: the Evidence Explained,” In The Soul of 
Development, by Amy L. Sherman, 73-96. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Week 3 : September 17-23   Notes:  Presentation teams must be finalized. 
       Dispatch 2 

Topic:   The “faith” of development.  
 
Textbook: 
Rist, 1-79; 211-25 
       
Nelson, Robert H. "The Message of Modern Economic Theology," In Reaching for Heaven on Earth: 
theTheological Meaning of Economics. by Robert H. Nelson, 1-23. New York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 
Inc., 1991. 
 
Sbert, José Maria. "Progress," In The Development Dictionary: A Guide to Knowledge as Power. Ed., Wolfgang 
Sachs, 192-205. New York: Zed Books, 1992. 
 
Tyndale, Wendy. “Faith and economics in development: a bridge across the chasm?” In Development and 
Culture. Ed., Deborah Eade, 45-59. London: Oxfam Great Britain, 2002. 
 
Week 4: September 24-30  Notes:  Team session dates and topics must be set 
       Dispatch 3 

Topic: Secularization 
Textbooks: 
Deneulin & Bano, 52-7; 65-9; 105-133 
Rist, 93-108. 
 
Bruce, Steve. "Secularization," In The Blackwell Companion to the Study of Religion. Ed., Robert Segal, 413-29. 
Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2006. 
 
Casanova, José. "Rethinking Secularization: A Global Comparative Perspective." In Religion, Globalization and 
Culture, Eds. Peter Beyer and Lori Beaman, 101-20. Leiden: Brill, 2007. 
 
Norris, Pippa and Ronald Inglehart. “Secularization and Its Consequences,” In Sacred and Secular: Religion and 
Politics Worldwide, by Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart, 215-41. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 
2004. 
 
Stark, Rodney. “Modernization, Secularization, and Mormon Growth,” In The Rise of Mormonism. Ed., Reid L. 
Neilson, 94-113. New York: Columbia University Press, 2005. 
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Week 5: October 1-7   Notes:    

Topic: Faith-Based Organizations: 
Textbook: 
Deneulin & Bano, 73-102. 
 
Clarke, Gerard. “Faith-Based Organizations and International Development: An Overview,” In Development, 
Civil Society and Faith-Based Organizations, Eds. Gerard Clarke and Michael Jennings, 17-45. New York: 
Palgrave MacMillan,  2007. 
 
Thomas, Scott M. “The Soul of the World? Religious Non-State Actors and International Relations Theory,” In 
The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of International Relations, by Thomas M. Scott, 97-
118.  New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2005. 
 
Week 6: October 8-14  Notes: 
     Topic : The World Faith’s Development Dialogue. 
Textbook: 
Deneulin & Bano, 135-167 
 
www.wfdd.org.uk 
 
Interview with Katherine Marshall on WFDD - http://pewforum.org/events/index.php?EventID=100 
 
Thomas, Scott M. “Where Faith and Economics Meet? Rethinking Religion, Civil Society, and International 
Development,” In The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of International Relations, by 
Thomas M. Scott, 219-33.  New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2005. 
 
     “Art and Soul” topic: What do people living in developing societies have  
        to teach “us” about genuine constructive social  
        change? 
     Readings:  Lederach. “The Gift of Pessimism”, pp. 51-63 
 
Week 7: October 15-21  Notes: 
     Team Topics 1 & 2    
     Team:    
     Readings:  TBA. 
 
     “Art and Soul” topic: How should “what” and “who” be prioritized within 
        international development engagements (work or  
        studies)?      
     Readings:  Lederach. “On Space”, pp.  75-86. 
 
Week 8: October 22-28  Notes: 
     Team Topics 3 & 4   
     Team:    
     Readings:  TBA. 
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     “Art and Soul” topic: How do relationships and networks affect the  
        possibility for sustaining constructive social   
        change? 
     Readings:  Lederach. “On Web Watching”, pp. 101 -112. 
 
Week 9: October 29-November 4 Notes:  Personal paper proposal & preliminary findings posted. 
 
     Team Topic 5 & 6 
     Team:    
     Readings:  TBA. 
 
     “Art and Soul” topic: How do we sustain the social capacity to support  
        constructive change while constantly innovating  
        and adapting to a dynamic and demanding   
        environment? 
     Readings:  Lederach. “On Serendipity”, pp. 113-129. 
 
 
Week 10: November 5-11  Notes: 
 
     Team Topic 7 & 8 
     Team:    
     Readings:  TBA. 
 
     “Art and Soul” topic: How might development work happen in a 14- 
        generation context? 
     Readings:  Lederach. “On  Time”, pp. 131-150. 
 
Week 11: November 12-18  Notes:  IDS & religion(s) bibliography/database closed. 
 
     Topic:   Guest speaker roundtable. 
     Readings: TBA. 
 
     “Art and Soul” topic: What would it mean if IDS students saw   
        themselves as artists? 
     Readings:  Lederach.  “On Aesthetics”, pp. 65-74. 
          “On  Pied Pipers”, pp. 151-162. 
 
Week 12: November 19-25  Notes:   Last class session is December 2nd. 
       Dispatches 4 & 5 deadline. 
     Topic:  War, conflict and religion. 
 
Gurr, Ted Robert. "Explanations of Political Violence." In Why Men Rebel, by Ted Gurr, 3-17. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 1970. 
 
Stewart, Frances. "Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: an Introduction and some Hypotheses." In Horizontal 
Inequalities and conflict: Understanding Group Violence in Multiethnic Societies, Ed. Steward Frances, 3-23. 
New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2008. 



INTD 497 – Religion and Development 
 
Nafziger, Wayne E. and Juha Auvinen. "Inequality, Exclusivity and Relative Deprivation." In Economic 
Development, Inequality and War: Humanitarian Emergencies in Developing Countries, by Wayne E. Nafziger 
and Juha Auvinen, 90-100; 188-198. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2003. 
 
Week 13: November 26-December 2 
     Topic:   Conclusions 
Text: 
Rist, 240-53. 
     “Art and Soul” topic:  Conclusions. 
     Readings: Lederach. “On Conclusions”, pp. 171-177. 
 
 
5 PM December 3rd , 2009: Project/Personal statement/Research/ paper due via posting on WebCT. 


